COURSE
GUIDE

CTH210
HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

Course Team Dr. (Rev. Fr.) Ushe N. Micha&lpurse Developer)combe Stat
University Gombe

Dr (Rev. Fr.) Ushe N. Micheal (Course Writer)-GmerState
Dr. Godwin Akper (Programme Leader)-NOUN
Dr. Olubiyi A. Adewale (Course Editor)-NOUN




CTH210

HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

© 2022 by NOUN Press

National Open University of Nigeria
Headquarters

University Village

Plot 91, Cadastral Zone

Nnamdi Azikiwe Expressway

Jabi, Abuja

Lagos Office
14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way
Victoria Island, Lagos

e-mail: centralinfo@nou.edu.ng
URL: www.nou.edu.ng

Printed 2022

Year of Review: January 2022

ISBN: 978-978-058-597-6

All rights reserved. No part of this book may bprogluced, in any form
or by any means, without permission in writing fréme publisher.




CONTENTS PAGE

INEFOAUCTION. .. .. e e e e e 2
What you will learn in this course.............coooiiiiiii i, 2
COUISE AIMS ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e 2
COUISE ODJECTIVES. ..ot e e e e e 3
Working Through thiS COUrse..........c.oiiiii i e 2
Course materialS... ... ... e 2
STUAY UNIES ... e e e e e e e e e 2-3
Set TeXtbDOOKS. ..., 3
AssignmeENt File. ... 3
Presentation Schedule.............cooo i 4
ASSESSIMENL. ... e 4
Tutor-marked ASSIgNMENTS........oovnieii e e 4.
Final Examination and Grading.............ocooiiiiiiiie i 4
Course marking SChemMe..........ooiiiiiit e e e 4
COUISE OVEIVIEBW ... .. et e e et e e et e en e e et e e e e een 5-6.
How to get the most from this course............cooooiii i, 6
Reading SECHION. ... et e e e 7
Tutors and TULONAIS. ... e e 7
SUMMAIY. . ettt e e e et e e et e e e e e 7-8



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

INTRODUCTION

History and Religion of Israel is a one-SemesteCradit unit’s course. It will be
available to all students as a course in Bachdidkrts and Post-Graduate Diploma
Programmes in Theology. The course is also suitisl@nybody who is interested
in the Theology Study of Christian faith. The caumsill consist of 12 units which
involve the meaning of Israel, Israel as the chgseople, and Israel as covenantal
people, pre-history of the Israelites, Israelitat/ation history, the history of Israel
from the time of Judges to the period of captivitye history of Israel from the
development of prophecy to the period of pmslic prophets, the history of
Israel from the time of Exile to reconstittitstate of Israel, the Jewish religious
denominations, the religious institutions in Isratle Jewish major feasts and the
significance of feasts in the religious and soltfialof Jewish people.

The material has been especially developed foresiisdin African Context with
particular focus on Nigeria. There are no compylgre-requisites for this course.
The course guide tell you briefly what the couss@bout, what you are expected to
know in each unit, what course material is aboutatwcourse material you will be
using and how you can work your way through thesgenmls. It also emphasizes
the need for tutor-marked assignments. Detailecdrinétion on tutor-marked
assignments is found in the separate file, whicth lvé sent to you later. There are
periodic tutorial classes that are linked to therse.

What you will learn in this Course

The overall of CTH 210: History and Religion ofdst is to introduce you to the basic
issues in the history of creation of man, the peagdlisrael and their religion. These
topics will be studied through integrating, Theatad approach. The Bible is the major
source to formulate and study theology. Howevestany and religion of Israel also
interacts with science, philosophy and some otiberdl arts. Your understanding of
history and religion of Israel will equip you topain Christianfaith to other people-
Christians and non-Christians. History and religidrisrael is an interesting study and
you will benefit from the insights of other theoiags.

Course Aims

The aim of this course is to give you an understandf the following basic facts of
Christian history and religion: the history of diea of humankind, the people of Israel
and their religion. This will be achieved by aimitog



Introduce you to the meaning of the name Israe

Lead you to examine the usage of the namelisra

Assist you to narrate the history of the peagflisrael

Expose you to the various forms of religio hisoael

Highlight the role of religious institutions suels the Torah, the temple, the
Priesthood and feasts in the religious and sditaabf the people of Israel.

o Explain to you the relevance of history aatigion of Israel for Christian faith,
life and mini

e Hist.stry.

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out above, there are seralbwobjectives. In addition,
each unit also has specific objectives. The unjdives are always included at the
beginning of a unit. You should read them befora gtart working through the unit.
You may want to refer to them during your studyted unit to check on your progress.
You should always look at the unit objectives aitempleting a unit. In this way, you
can be sure that you have done what was requirgdwby the unit. Stated below are
the wider objectives of this course as a wholenigeting these objectives, you should
have achieved the aims of the course as a whole.

On successful completion of the course, you shbeldble to:

Define the meaning and the usage of the nanaell

Narrate the history of the people of Israel

Give various forms of the religions of Israel

Highlight the role of religious institutions u as Torah, temple and
priesthood in the religious and social life of geople of Israel.

o Explain the significance of feasts in thegielus and social life of the people of
Israel.

Working through this Course

To complete this course, you are required to readstudy units, read recommended
books and read other materials. Each unit contslisassessment exercises and points
in the course you are required to submit assignsnfemtassessment purposes. At the
end of this course is a final examination. Below yauill find listed all the components
of the will and what you have to do.

Course Materials
Major components of the course are:
1. Course Guide

2. Study units
3. Textbooks
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4. Assignment File
5. Presentation Schedule

In addition, you must obtain the materials. Obtginir copy. You may contact your
tutor if you have problems in obtaining the texitengls

Study Units

There are twelve units in this course broken inte modules of three units and two
units. They are as follows:

Module I Introduction to People of Israel

Unit 1 The meaning of Israel
Unit 2 Israel as the chosen people
Unit 3 Israel as covenantal people

Unit 2 The History of Israel from the call of Abraham to Post-exilic Period

Unit 1 Pre-history of the Israelites

Unit 2 Israelites salvation history

Unit 3 The history of Israel from the time of Judde the period of captivity Unit 4
From the development of Prophecy to the periodostfExilic Prophets Unit 5 From
the time Exilic to reconstituted State of Israel.

Module 3 The Religions of Israel

Unit 1 The Jewish Religious Denominations Unit 2 Religious Institutions in Israel
Unit 3 The Jewish major Feasts
Unit 4 The Significance of Feasts in the Religiand Social Life of Jewish People.

The first eight units examine the history of Isra€he next four units discuss the
religion of Israel and its relevance in their redigs and social life. Each unit contains
a number of self-tests. In general, these selstgsestions on the materials you have
just recovered or require you to apply them in samags, and thereby, help you to
gauge your progress and to reinforce your undetsigrof the material. Together with
tutor-marked assignments, these exercises willsasgiu in achieving the stated
learning objectives of the individual units andlod course.

Set Textbooks
These textbooks are recommended. The first onenpualsory for your study of this

course. The Holy Bible (RSV or Catholic Edition)

vi



Mauchline, J. (1978) God’s people, Israel, Ibaddre Caxton Press (West African) Ltd.

Paul de Surgy, (1966), The mystery of Salvatioap diy step Throughout the Bible,
Great Britian: Sheed and Ward Ltd.

Edwin Thiele (1951), The Mysterious Numbers of HabrKings, New York:
Macmillan Press.

Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of thevork you must submit to your tutor
for marking. The marks you obtain from these assigmts will count towards the final
mark you obtain for this course. Further informatan assignments will be found in
the assignment File itself and later in this cousskde in the section on assessment.

PresentationSchedule

The presentation schedule included in your couratenals gives you the important
dates for the completion of tutor-marked assignsieamd attending tutorials.

Remember, you are required to submit all your assents by the due date. You should
guard against falling behind in your work.

Assessment

There are two aspects to the assessment of thesecobirst are the tutor-marked
assignments; and second, there is a writtemmeration. In tackling the

assignments, you are expected to apply infdaomand knowledge acquired during
this course. The assignments must be submitteduo tytor for final assignment in

accordance with the deadlines stated in the assghnThe work you submit to

your tutor for assessment will count for 30% of ydatal course mark. At the end
of the course, you will need to sit for a finalgarhour examination. This will also count
for 70% of your total course mark.

Tutor-Marked Assignments

There are twelve tutor-marked assignments in thisse. You need to submit all the
assignment. The best four (i.e. the highest foutheftwelve marks) will be counted.

The total marks for the best total course mark.igksaent questions for the units in

this course are contained in the Assignment Fiteu 3hould be able to complete your
assignments from the information and materialsaiortl in your set textbooks, reading
and study units. However, you are advised to useraeferences to broaden your view
point and provide a deeper understanding of thgestib

When you have completed each assignment, sermdyéthiter with TMA (tutor-marked

assignment) to your tutor. Make sure that eachgassent reaches your tutor on or
before the deadline given to the Assignment File hbwever, you cannot complete
your work on time, contact your tutor before theigwment is done to discuss the

vii
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possibility of an extension.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination of CTH 210 will be of threeur's duration and have a value of
70% of the total course grade. The examination aaitisist of questions which reflect
the tape of self-testing, practices exercises atat-iarked problems you have come
across. All areas of the course will be assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course aftelymg the last unit before you sit for
the examination.

You will find it useful to review your tutor-markeassignments and the comments of
your tutor on them before the final examination.

Course Marking Scheme

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down.

Assignment rks

Assignment r assignments, best three marks of the four
count

final Examination % of overall course marks

al 5 course marks

Table 1: Course marking Scheme

Course overview

units le ofwork weeks activity

Unit 1 aning of the name I srael

Unit 2 el as chosen people

Unit 3 el as covenantal JAssignment 3
ple

module 2

Unit

Assignment 4

-history of the

elites Assignment 5
elites salvation history

m the time of

ges to the period of Assignment 6

tivity

viii
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e history of Israel from the Assignment 7
e of Judges to the period of tivity

m the development of Assignment 8
phecy to the period of Post- lic

Prophets

m the time Exilic to Assignment 9

onstituted State of Israel.

module 3

Unit

1 Jewish Religious Assignment 10
nominations

2 Religious Institutions in Israel Assignment 11

3 Assignment Assignment 12

4 Significance of Feasts in the  |Assignment 13
igious and Social Life of Jewish
ple.

This table brings together the units, the numbevedks you should take the complete
them, and the assignments that follow them.

How to get the most from this course

In distance learning the study units replace theeausity lecturer. This is one of the

great advantages of distance learning; you can esatl work through specially

designed study materials at your own pace, andtimeand place that suit you best.
Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listg to a lecturer. In the same way
that a lecturer might set you some reading to lde study units tell you when to read
your set books or other material. Just as a lectarght give you an in-class exercise,
you study units provide exercise for you to dodrapriate points.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item is an introduction
to the subject matter of the unit and how a paldicunit is integrated with the other
units and course as a whole. Next
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is a set of learning objectives. These objectigeydu know what you should be able
to do by the time you have completed the unit. ¥bould use these objectives to
guide your study.

When you have finished the units you mustbgmk and check whether you
have achieved the objectives. If you make a hafladioing this you will significantly
improve your chances of passing the

course.

The main body of the unit guides you through trguied reading from other sources.
This will usually be either from your set booksfimm a

Reading Section

Remember that your tutor’s job is to help you. Wigen need help, don’t hesitate to
call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1 Reading this Course Guide thoroughly.

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to‘@oeirse overview’ for more details.
Note the time you are expected to spend on ea¢tandihow the assignments
relate to the units. Whatever method you choses&p you should decide on and
write in your own dates for working on each unit.

3. Once you have created your own stutigdele, do everything you can to stick
to it. The major reason that students fail is thaty get behind with their course
work. If you get into difficulties with your schebly please let your tutor know
before it is too late for help.

4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introductamd the objectives for the unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. Inforpratabout what you need for a unit
is given in the ‘Objective’ at the beginning of Bamit. You will almost always
need both the study unit you are working on andafin@ur set books on your
desk at the same time.

6. Work through the unit. The content of thetutself has been arranged to provide
a sequence for you to follow. As you work throudie tunit you will be
instructed to read sections from your set bookstleer articles. Use the unit to
guide your reading.

7. Review the objectives for each study unitdafrm that you have achieved them.
If you feel unsure about any of the objectives,jeevthe study materials or
consult your tutor.

8. When you are confident that you haveeaatd a unit’s objectives, you can then

start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit tigtouhe course and try to pace
your study so that you keep yourseif schedule.

9. When you have submitted an assignment tw tydor for marking. Do not wait
for  its return before starting on the next ukgep to your schedule.
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When the assignment is returned, pay particulanttin to your tutor's comments,
both on the tutor-marked assignment from what ristem, consult your tutor as soon
as possible if you have any questions or problems.

10. After completing the last unit, reviewet course and prepare yourself for
the final examination. Check that you have actdethe unit objectives (listed at the
beginning of each unit) and the course objectiliste( in this Course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

There are hours of tutorials provided in supporthig course. You will be notified of
the dates, times and location of these tutoriagether with the name and phone
number of your tutor, as soon as you are allocatedtorial group. Your tutor will
mark and comment on your assignments, keep a wlaggh on your progress and
on any difficulties you might encounter and providssistance to you during the
course. You must mail your tutor-marked assignmeni®ur tutor well before the due
date (at least two working days are required). Thélybe marked by your tutor and
returned to you as soon as possible. Do not hedatontact your tutor by telephone,
e-mail, or discussion board if you need help. Tdllewing might be circumstances in
which you would find help necessary.

Contact your tutor if:

o You do not understand any part of the stutis or the assigned readings,

. You have difficulty with the self-tests otegcises,

. You have a question or problem with an assignmeith your tutor’s
comments on an assignment or with the grading@ssignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialsisTis the only chance to have face to
face contact with your tutor and to ask questiohgtvare answered instantly. You can
raise any problem encountered in the course of wiudy. To gain the maximum
benefit from course tutorials, prepare a questishbefore attending them. You will
learn a lot from participating in discussions aelyv

Summary

CTH 120 intends to introduce you to the basicsistolny and religion of Israel. Upon
completing this course, you will be able to ansgqestions such as:

What is the meaning and usage of the nameltsra
What are two accounts of the history caé$?
What are the major forms of the religiohssoael?
What are the major sects of Jewish sects?
What are the major feasts of Jewish people?
What are the significances of religious instdus: Torah, temple and
priesthood in the religious and social life of theavish people?
e What is the relevance of the history and retig of Israel to Christian
faith, life and ministry?

Xi
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UNIT 1 THEE MEANING OF ISRAEL
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 learning Outcomes
3.0 Main Contents
3.1  The Meaning of Israel
3.1.1 Origin of the Name Israel
3.2 Usage of the Name Israel
4.0 Summary
5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
6.0 References/Further Readings
7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exer(&&Es)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

You are welcomed to the course, CTH 210: The Hystéord Religion of Israel. Since
the history and Religion of Israel is central tariStianity, it is an important course for
all Christians to study. In this unit, we shall exae the historical background of the
people of Israel and generally explore the Oridithe name Israel and discusses its
usage.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

a. Understand the people of Israel.
b. Trace the origin of the name Israel
C. Give the usage of the name Israel.

3.0 Main Body
3.1 Origin of the Name ‘Israel’

There are two different traditions in Israel regagdthe origin of its name. These
traditions are ancient because they have beenigedtan Hosea 12:4-5. According to
one account (Gen.32:22-31), the name Israel wa®wed on Jacob at phanuel near
East of the Jordan. According to the other accgGan. 35:9-15), God changed the
patriarch’s name from Jacob to Israel after heletigphanuel and returned to Bethel.
The first account ventures a folk etymology andaddly anthropomorphic. It also
depicts Jacob wrestling with God or the Angel @& tlord and stresses the patriarch’s
victory, whereas the second account offers no ctuje on the origin or meaning of
the name.
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3.2 Usage of the Name Israel

The name Israel implies the Biblical name of thegde of God and of its anonymous
ancestor who was also called Jacob. The Bibletgiat the name Israel was conferred
on the patriarch Jacob by God. Yet there are demrgccounts of its bestowal on him
and various theories regarding its meaning.

Self-assessment exercise 1
(1) Name the two traditions concerning the origirthe people of Israel

4.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learnt the origin of the reafarael, the two accounts concerning
the name Israel, the two senses of using the naththa meaning within the constraints
of space, the basic aspects of those componengsdean highlighted in such a manner
as would help your understanding of the course.ardesmeeting the overall modular
goal of introducing the History and Religion ofdst, however, you will still need to
read the next four units

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Give two traditions concerning the origin of theme Israel and discuss the two
senses of using the name.

6.0 References/Further Readings

The Holy Bible (RSV or NIV). John, Mauchline (197&od’s people Israel: Ibadan:
Daystar Press, pp. 50-70

Hester, H.l. (1940). The Heart of Hebrew History:sfudy of the Old Testament,
Missouri: The William Jewell Press, pp. 45-78.

Kwesi, Dickson (1969). The History and Religionisfael. London Darton, Longman
and Todd, pp.30-46.

Max Kadushim (1938), Organic Thinking: A sfudh Rabbinic Thought. New
York: Jewish Theological Seminary, P.145-150.

Ziv Yaron (1976), “Religion in Israel,” Americanwesh year Book, vol. 76, pp. 41-90.
Joseph Friedenson (1978), A History of Agudat Isridew York: Agudath of
American.

Eliazer Don-Yehiya (1981), “Origins and Developmerftthe Agudah and Mafdal
parties”, Jerusalem Quarterly, No. 20. pp. 84-96.-6
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-Assessment Exercise 1
The two traditions are:

. Phanuel
. Bethel
8.0 Glossary

Patriarchs: These are the ancestors or the forefathers ofrememity from which the
people can trace their culture, traditions and stnakpractices.
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UNIT 2: ISRAEL AS THE CHOSEN PEOPLE
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0 learning Outcomes

3.0 Main Body

3.1 Man, the chosen creature of God

3.1.1 The fall of man and its consequences
3.1.2 Consequences of the fall

3.1.3 Promise of salvationz

3.2 Purpose for the choice of Israel

3.3 The Hebrew Patriarchs

3.4 Life among the Hebrews

4.0 Summary

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments

6.0 References/Further Readings

7.0 Possible Answers to Self Assessment Exerc&aEg)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In first unit of this module, we have learned abitw origin, meaning and usage of the
name Israel. We discovered that it is a necesseglnpnary step in the effort to
introduce History and Religion of Israel to studerih continuation of the quest to
gradually lead students to a full comprehensiowlwdt the course is about, this second
unit explains the second component of the couiti®, iamely man, the chosen creature
of God.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Narrate the story of man as the chosenwreat

*  Explain the purpose for God’s choice of &ra

» Discuss God’s choice of the Hebrew patriar@hbraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph).
» Discuss the religious and social life of thebrew people.

3.0 Main Body
3.1 Man: The chosen creature of God

There are two accounts of the creation of man.fifeeand more recent account (Gen.
1:1-2,4), relates to the creation of the univevdese summit is man while the second,
older and account (Gen. 2:4-3,24), which belonggh® Yahwist tradition deals
primarily with the creation and destiny of man. Thst which would be dated to the
(6th Century B.C.), describes in majestic and atrhinsgical style, the creation of the
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universe and man. It belongs to the” Priestly” iiad and manifests its main
characteristics: a preoccupation with theology #hdgy, sober style, logical and
carefully arranged presentation.

The second, and oldest account which wealth dated 10th or 11th century BC,
belongs to the Yahwistic tradition. The fall debes the first state of man and woman,
and its consequences, which mark man’s presem atat put him in the situation of
needing to be saved. The subject is treated wstriausness, delicacy and gravity that
make these pages the finest in Genesis.

3.1.1 The fall of man and its consequences

The story of the fall man does not seem to be umfd/Ne note that two trees are
mentioned: the tree of life that was in the midsth@ garden in which man dwelt, so
that we can conclude that he had access to its.friie enjoyed the gift personal
immortality, until the fruit of the tree of the kmtedge of good and evil. This was the
beginning of man’s awareness of moral conflict, #reclash between God’s will and
his desires which made him to disobedience to God.

3.1.2 Consequences of the fall

Man suffered the following penalties as the resitilhis presumption and sin against
God.(l) The lost of friendship with God, God drawan out of the Garden of Eden (Gen
3:23-24).

(i) Death: The blessedness man had been lostthengift of personal immortality was
denied him. The only immortality which man has nisvin his descendants who keep
his name alive in the human community.

(i) Sufferings and Pains. The distressing fadtiuman life and activity which were
not part of God’s original plan for mankind: werew experienced by mankind. The
serpent’s hostility to man, woman'’s pain at childHy man’s unending toil for his daily
bread are all consequences of the fall of mankind.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Why did man fall?

Activity 1

Search and copy out the exact reasons why
man failed from the former glory god bestowed
on him

3.1.3 The Promise of salvation

Despite the tragic fall of man, with its consequenof pain and punishment, the door
of hope was not closed. A glean of hope came wighpromise of salvation in man’s
struggle with the devil; God declares that man téle a final victory. This promise is
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called the proto-evangelium” because it is theofir-announcement of the salvation
that is to come.

3.1.4 Purpose for the Choice of Israel

Some of the purpose for the choice of Israel inelud

a. God promised that he would not turn back froma plirpose and would not fail
His people.

b. God promised that he would be constant in Hiedgess and would keep
righteousness. He would be true to himself.

C. His people, on their part, must remain faithful.

All these are part of the promise god made to Aana.
Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What was the purpose for God’s choice of Israel?

Activity 2
Search and copy out the purpose of God for
the salvation of mankind

3.1.5 The Hebrew Patriarchs

The Hebrew Patriarchs are the twelve sons of Jatwbrepresent the twelve tribes of
Israel. These twelve sons are: Reuben, Simeon, legtah, Dan, Napthali, Gad, Asher,
Issacher, Zebulon, Joseph and Benjamin (Gen 290324335:18). Levi, though one of
the twelve sons of Israel is usually omitted froiilibal passages listing the tribes of
Israel.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Who are the Hebrew Patriarchs?

Activity 3
Search and copy out the other patriarchs of
Israel that was not mentioned in this section.




CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

3.1.6 Life among the Hebrews

Some of the life among the Hebrews is:

a. The Hebrew were nomadic people who live in tantsmove frequently, having
a time no home, but looking forward for the tirhey would be at home in the
land of promise.

b. The Hebrew were also wealthy people who haddition to their great flocks
and herds, abundance of jewelry (rings, bracehetsklaces, earrings, jewels set
in silver and gold), and precious metals whictythged as money.

C. Their religious life seems to have been venypde. They erected altars, made
their sacrifices and offerings of the tithe to Goedenuine and simple prayers in
time of special needs.

d. The Hebrew's attitude towards God was one ofigenreverence and real faith.

e. The Hebrew government was simple, being patrédria nature

4.0 Summary

In this module, we have seen that man was the ohossature of God and he was
created male and female in the moral likeness arajé of God. We also saw that
Man’s superiority to the animals and his rolesesler is expressed in the names he
gave to the animals and the woman God gave hinthdghosen creature, man was
created to live for eternal happiness. Bdbrionately, man’s disobedience to God
for eating the tree of knowledge of good and ewilught sufferings, pains and even
death into the world. The friendship between Godl l@wan came to an end. The lost of
the gift of integrity and the awakening of concueisce are also noted as the most
expensive manifestation of the disorder brought the harmony of creation by man’s
revolt. However, God promise salvation or protogalmm for man and his
descendants.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

(1) Why did man fall?
(2) What was the purpose for God choice of Israel?
(3) Who are the Hebrew Patriarchs?

6.0 References/Further Readings

Soggein, J. Alberto, (1985),“A History of Israelho the Earliest time to the Revolt of
Bar Kochba” 135 SCM Press.

Edwin Thiele, The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebu€ings, (1st ed; New York:
Macmillian, 1951

Thompson, Thomas L, (2000), “The Mythic Past: BilliArchaeology And The Myth
Of Paul de

Surgy, (1966), The mystery of salvation, Londohe&l and Ward Ltd.
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Anderson, B.W. (1975), Understanding the Old TestanThird Edition, Prentice-
Hall, New Jersely. Archer, G. (1974), A survey df ©estament Introduction,
Revised Edition. Moody Press: Chicago, IL,USA.

Driver, S.R. (1905), An Introduction to the Litewe¢ of the Old Testament, Charles
Scribner’'s Son, New York

Essfeldt, O. (1965), Introduction to the Oléstament, Trans. from the 3rd
German Edition byAckroyd. New York.

Hunt, 1. (1962), Understanding the Bible. New York.

Schmidt, W.H. (199). Old Testament introductionaris. Matthew J.O. Connell, St.
Paul Publications: Bandra, Bombay.

Daniel J. E. (1976), Community and Polityhel Organizational Dynamics of
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Why did man fall

. Man felled because he was driven and controlieti® own desire and lust for
authority, influence, and power, just as god

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What was the purpose for God choice of Israel?

. God has this inscripltible and overwhelming ldoethe people of Israel because
of the covenant he had with their patriarchs oefethers.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Who are the Hebrew Patriarchs?

. They include the 12 sons of Jacob. Their namessifollows: Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Dan, Napthali, Gad, Asher, Issachebulon, Joseph and Benjamin
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8.0 Glossary
Palestine: Palestine, officially the State of Palestine, &ate located in Western Asia.
It is officially governed by the Palestine Liberati Organization and claims the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip. However, its claimed teyihas been occupied by Israel
since the Six-Day War of 1967
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Unit 3 ISRAEL AS COVENANTAL PEOPLE CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Learning Outcomes
3.0 Main Body
3.1 What is a covenant?
3.2  Types of covenants
3.3 The development of Hebrew covenants
3.3.1 Covenant with Noah (or Covenant with Ciaati
3.3.1 The covenant with Abraham
3.3.1.1 Abraham’s positive response
3.3.1.2 Abraham’s migration
3.3.4 The Mosaic covenant
3.3.5 The covenant with David
3.3.6 The covenant with Isaac
3.3.7 The covenant with Jacob
3.3.8 God’s covenant with Israel
3.3.9 Similarities and Dissimilarities betweer ttovenants with
Abraham and Israel
3.3.9.1 Similarities
3.3.9.2 Dissimilarities
3.3.10 Significance of the covenants
3.3.11 Joseph sold into slavery
3.3.11.1 Joseph a man of destiny
3.3.11.2 Dreams of plenty and famine
3.3.11.3 Joseph and his brothers in Egypt
3.3.11.4 Joseph’s character and leadershiptigsal
3.311.5 The Lessons of Joseph’s leadership styl
4.0 Summary
5.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
6.0 References/Further Readings
7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exer¢&&Es)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In the last unit, we learnt the origin, meaning &mel usage of the name Israel. In the
subsection on the origin of the name Israel, weslpresented two traditions concerning
the etymology of Israel. In this unit, our focusllwie on the history of Israel as
covenantal people.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Explain the development of Hebrew covenantdld Testament

10
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» Define the term covenant

»  Trace the historical development of Old &estnt Covenant.

» Explain the differences between a covenadtaatreaty

*  Examine the covenant with Abraham, IsaacoldaJoseph and Israel.
»  Show how the covenants were fulfilled by God

3.0 Main Body

3.1 Whatis a Covenant?

A covenant is an agreement between two parties lwona that binds two or more
persons/parties together. It is a solemn promisgenbanding by an oath which may be
either a verbal formula or a symbolic action (Memigi&l, 1982:714). A covenantis in
this sense is different from Suzerainty treaty Wwlgpelled out the terms of relationship
between the Hittite state and the vassals (lesseipgof peoples). It is an agreement
between parties of unequal ranks-a strong kingsaweak one.

Types of Covenants

There are two main types of covenants in the Oktareent.

a. An agreement between equals called a parityeawst.
b. The second, between a Lord and his vassal,awkras a suzerainty or vassal
treaty

Typically, the parties of the former type of coveheefer to each other as "brothers”,
while parties to the second call themselves "Lauadl "Son".

Korosec identified six basic elements in the stritedf Late Bronze Age Hittite treaties,
but it should be noted that not every treaty cor@diall of these elements (Mendenhall,
1992: 1180). These elements are as follows:

(a) Title / Preamble: This identified the givertbg treaty, his titles and the nature of
the relationship between that parties (whethertyarisuzerainty).

b) Historical Prologue: The history of the relasbip between the two powers was
recalled in order to make the vassal feel obligtddtie suzerain because of the benefits
he had received in the past.

c) Stipulations: Typically these were casuistidamm, i.e. "If you do such and such a
thing, then you act in disregard to your oath

e) The list of withnesses: The deities of both theesain and vassal are called upon to
witnesses and enforce the treaty.

f) Blessings and Curses: Obedience to the terrttseodovenant brought corresponding
blessings and disobedience and curses similarosetescribed in Deuteronomy 28.
Later Iron Age covenants significantly containedyaurses.

g) Oath & Solemn Ceremony: The most common metladtidying a treaty involved
the cutting up of an animal. The unspoken implarativas that if the covenant was

11
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broken, then the offender would become like themahi It is thought that from this
ceremony is derived the common Hebrew idiom kaegitb "to cut a covenant” (Gen.
15:18; Jer. 34:18) (Hillers, 1969:41). Whatever ¢higginal derivation of the term it
seems to have meant simply "to make a covenanth@son, 1986: 102).

h) Note of Sanctions: If the treaty were to be lerokhe suzerain could then act as the
agent of the deities and attack the vassal kingdom.

Tutor-Marked Assignment 1

Defined the term covenant and show how it is dgfférfrom a treaty.

Activity 1
Search and copy out the other ingredients that are supposed to be party of a covenant
that were not mentioned in this section and explain them?

3.3 The Development of Hebrew Covenants

Archaeology has provided us with examples of com&neaking dating from around

750 BC as far back as the third millennium. Thaidéthe development of this covenant
in Old Testament is implicit in the promises madertany patriarchs of Israelites. It

began with Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15 anddfiested in God’s merciful promise

to Cain (Gen. 4:15) in marking him so that no omelld slay him. Properly the covenant
idea does not appear before God’s promises to Noah.

3.3.1 Covenant with Noah or Covenant with Creation

The first reference to covenant in Scripture isffbin Gen. 6:18. However, the way in
which it is used here when God speaks of "establislhis covenant” with Noah
indicates that this was merely the continuatioraaklationship that was already in
existence (cf. Gen. 17:7, 19, 21; Exod. 6:4; Le&z92 Deut. 8:18; 2 Kings 23:3; Jer.
34:18). The terms of this pre-existing relationsane not stated explicitly, but W. J.
Dumbrell (1984) has argued that it is possibleddute them from the earlier chapters
of Genesis and the contents of the descriptiotsaenewal in Genesis 9.

a. Divine image and kingship. Man was created he image of God and
established as ruler (under God) of all of crea{iGen. 1:26-28; cf. 9:1, 7).

b. Rest. The setting aside of the seventh day 32:®- an important theme in
Scripture (Deut. 3:20; Josh. 11:23; 14:15; Helh1X:

C. Covenant Demand. The divine command given in. @erb-18 was intended to
prevent man from moving beyond his assigned spbiecentrol and intruding
on an area rightly reserved for Deity alone. Adarfailure to do so and its
consequences are described in chapter 3.

12
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3.3.2 The Covenant with Abraham (Gen. 15 & 17)

The Lord made covenants with Abraham twice (Gen.&5.7), but both are
developments of the initial promises made in Gen&2i2-7. The promises form three
distinct strands:

a. Descendants (12:2; 15:5; 17:4-5; 22:17);

b. Land (12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:18)

C. Blessing to the nations (12:3; 18:18; 22:1842@8:14). Elements a) and b) can
be seen expressed in the Mosaic covenant (Deéytll; 4:37 -38; Josh. 1:2-6;
Psalm 105:8-11; Jer. 3:18).

3.3.2.1 Abraham’s positive Response and migration

Abraham responds positively to God’s command antl #aough obedience,
submission and worship (Gen 12:4-5 12:7-9, 17:3-H® obeyed God and left for
where he was commanded to go (Gen 12:4-5). He tbepianto the unknown, with no
security apart from God’s words to follow the da#l heard. He submitted totally and
did not argue with Him. He arrived in Canaan andthan altar to worship God.
Abraham began his journey from the city of Ur o tBhaldees, and moved northward
to Haran, the valley in Mesopotamia. He journeyedtisward and entered Canaan
around 18050 BC, where he was going and came tplémeof Moreb, where he felt
impelled to pitch his tents.

It was here Abraham built an altar to God who apge#o him and promised that he
would give the land of Shechem to him. But the Gaitas were in the land and for this
reason Abraham moved to Bethel.

Tutor-Marked Assignment 2
Why did God choose Abraham as the founder and faththe Hebrew race?

Activity 2
Search and copy out the brief history of
Abraham

3.3.3 The Mosaic Covenant

After four generations of Abraham’s descendantswdfered slavery in Egypt it was
time for the promise made in Genesis 15:16 to Widléd (Exod. 2:24). Revealing
Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacobwéhalsent Moses to lead His people
out of Egypt and into the Promised Land (3:7-1£2-%). At Sinai the terms of the
covenant are revealed in a form that follows vepsely the contemporary Hittite
suzerainty treaties.

13
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3.3.4 The Covenant with David

Running side by side with the treaty of Israelhia Deuteronomic history is the promise
to David. Here we are impressed again with Godtsepas of taking up his promises
and repeating them, each time in a larger and wargrehensive framework. God not
only remembers his promises, but each time he sp&fakem he throws in additional
blessings for good measures. The promise to Dapimken through the prophet Nathan,
is found in 2 Sam. 7:12-17. The word covenant dedsappear there, though the idea
is present. In Palms 89:3-4, 27-28, God'’s covenathit David is described in much the
same terms as his covenant with Abraham. Agaimriteutable character based on
God’s initiative is evident-the promise elementaghe heir (Ps. 89:3-4; 2 Sam. 7:13).
Here, however, a new element is added: to sayhbawill take David’s throne for
himself and make it his own to ensure its permaa¢fdcSam. 7:16).

3.3.5 Covenant with Isaac

The terms of the covenant are made clear in Gerd&sihat the promises made to
Abraham would be fulfilled through the line of Isa@nd not Ishmael (17:18-21). Isaac
received his own divine visitations (26:2-5; 26:2@n both occasions it is made clear
that he is the recipient of the promise becaug@®faith of his father. Abraham was
ninety-nine years old when Isaac the promised chiles born by Sarah his wife who
had been barren (Gen 17:21; 21:2-4). Isaac grewhoyhood and was naturally the
idol of his parent. God commanded Abraham to gaertiis only son Isaac

3.3.6 God’s covenant with Jacob (Gen 24-36)

In a similar way Jacob was assured that even thbegteceived his father’'s blessing
by deceit (27:1-29) he would receive the promiseslento Abraham by divine choice
(28:13-15; 35:9-12). Following the massacre caraetby his sons at Shechem, Jacob
carried out what appears to be a rededicationroséif and his household to Yahweh.
By putting away all the foreign gods (cf. 31:30-3#)d their earrings (cf. Exod. 33:6)
they put their trust in Yahweh alone. In respomwsthis act of faith they were protected
from reprisal from the Canaanites (35:1-5). Hisssbecame the heads of the twelve
tribes of the nation, and thus are kept continupbsfore the Hebrew people in their
history. Jacob (supplanter), in a memorable expeeeduring the night on the river
Jabbok, as he moved back to his old homeland, bedarael (prince of God). This
change in name is significant.

3.3.7 The Covenant with Israel

At Mount Sinai, God made covenant with Israel whgdve them moral, civil, and
religious laws to live by. Then were building andrfish a place of worship for Him.
He also gave them regarding the priests and war$hip implications of this covenant
were for Israel: (a) To be totally obedient to Gbdl To be God’s treasured people (c)
To be a Holy nation (d) To recognized God’s sawagds (e) To worship and reverence
God (f) To honor the name of God (g) To love/refateperly with others (h) To respect
human life (i) To respect the property of otherd &) To maintain the standard of faith.

14
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The covenant was to be the frame work of religi@dsication of God’s people
dominated by personality of the prophets, wise arehpoor of Yahweh

3.3.8 Similarities and Dissimilarities between thecovenant with Abraham and
Israel

3.3.8.1 Similarities

| will take you through some of the similaritiehdy are:

Both covenants followed the pattern of Suzerairggties of the Ancient Near East. For
example, they both have preamble, historical pradogtipulations, and blessings and
cursing, oath, God’s revealing of Himself by a pee name, demands of obedience
for their blessings, sealing of the covenant witlibod and accepting of the terms for
the covenant or readiness to obey.

3.3.8.2 Dissimilarities

| will take you through some of the similaritiehdy are as follows:

1. The covenant of God with Abraham was an evenigsine, while God’s covenant
with Israel was to be renewed by each new generatio

2. God’s covenant with Abraham announces what &adll do at the end of history,

while the covenant of God with Israel announcestv@ad response during history to
each generation of Israel.

These who keep the laws will be blessed and théwedisobeyed will be disciplined.

3.3.8.3 Significance of the Covenants

Lying behind the covenant is the sovereign wiltta# gracious God: | will be God, and
you shall be my people (Lev. 26:12). His will nowedtts a particular course of events.
The importance of this can hardly be overestimatenv the life of Israel (and thus of
each person in Israel) has taken on a unique mgaHistory itself receives direction
and significance. This is because God has entatechistory and has tied himself to
particular events, which he promises will have Eging consequences. The end is
only dimly envisioned, but this is because God getgerms and fixes the goals.

3.3.9 Joseph, a man of Destiny (Gen. 37-50)

There is no admirable or attractive man in allteg Old Testament than Joseph. He
possessed so many desirable qualities that onspged by even the most casual study
of his life. Joseph was the first born of Jacob Raghel, Benjamin being the last son.
He was the most favorite son of his father. Hifiéas indulgent favoritism towards
him made his senior brothers to be jealous and .eHisg/ brothers had to wear the
ordinary short tunic of men who must work for thianing, while Joseph wore a long
tunic, reaching to the feet and fitted with longesles, very elegant, double but not
adopted for practical purpose

15



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

3.3.9.1 Joseph Sold into Slavery

The ten older brothers of Joseph who were sheploertdsf anger and envy felt that the
situation had become unbearable and so they playetthg rid of him. But by the
counsel of Reuben, they were prevailed upon nehex innocent blood and so they
then decided to sell Joseph into slavery in thepteary absence of Reuben to some
Midianites merchants who transported him to Egwgtile his brothers went home to
their father with a trumped-up story of Josepesath and circumstantial evidence to
support it. They took Joseph’s coat, rent it, dgpfgen the blood of a kid and then took
it to Jacob, their father with the declaration ttregy had found it by accident. Their
father would naturally assume that his son, Josephbeen slain by wild beasts.

3.3.9.3 The Dreams of plenty and Famine

Joseph remained in prison for two more years, dmatddh himself had two dreams
which none of his wise men could interpret. Thedruttmembered Joseph who had
interpreted his dream and favoured him. At his gstign, Joseph was sent for and upon
hearing the dreams, he announced their meaningsrasg from God. He advised
Pharaoh to appoint a food commissioner to storsugplies in the years of plenty
against the years of famine which were to follow.

3.3.9.4 Joseph and his brothers in Egypt

When the brothers of Joseph came into Egypt, titegat recognize him. They thought
that the hard life of a slave had long since kithéd. But he recognized them and tested
them by rough treatment. He accused them of begieg sand agreed to sell them corn
only on the condition that their brother, Simeoonwdd be kept as a hostage until they
bring the younger brother, Benjamin, to take h&cpl Reluctantly, they agreed to these
terms. And after their departure, they were suepri® find that the money each of them
had was placed in his sack of corn. Upon theirrretthey told their aged father Jacob
of their experiences but he vowed that Benjamirukhoever leave him. But as the
famine continued, Judah persuaded him to let Beinjgm with him, vowing that he
would assume full responsibility for him. When Jolseame at noon and saw Benjamin,
he was so overcome with emotion that he retireéfahile to weep alone.

Joseph revealed himself to his brothers when bketti them for stolen his money. But
when they denied the charge and Benjamin’s sackfowasd with the money, Joseph
declared that Benjamin must remain in Egypt. Theerogessory plea of Judah,
explaining the grief this loss would bring theirdgfather, and offering himself for his
younger brother’s release, made Joseph to opesetiret to them.

3.3.10 Joseph’s Character and Leadership Qualities
Some of leadership characters of joseph includeegesity, wisdom, discernment, self-
reliance, and trust in God, competence, trust vioe8s, a forgiving spirit, usefulness,

clean living, perseverance, and the ability toteewgs in perspective of God’s guidance,
among others.
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3.3.11 The Lessons of Joseph’s Leadership Style

We can learn many lessons from the style of Josdphtership as leaders of tomorrow.
These lessons are as follows: (a) That God usersuff to purge Joseph’s life and
encouraged him to be humble, God can also usersgféesometimes to produce godly
character in our lives. (b) That sufferings andistice can easily make us better and
resentful, lent we must trust that God is in cointroall that happen to us. (c) Joseph
learns to work hard, even as a slave and priséfigtife illustrates the truth of Jesus’
promise that if we are faithful over little thingatrusted into our care; God will set us
over much.

Tutor-Marked Assignment 3
List ten leadership character and qualities of glogeat made him a successful leader
in Egypt?

Activity 3

Do you agree that joseph was called to
preserve lives? If yes discuss. If no, argues
against it with 5 valid points

4.0 Summary

We have learnt how God gave his assurance to coteshpeople of Israel to be always

present with them. God in His grace communicatedptirpose and promise to keep the
covenant, and the children of that covenant cameetar in the flesh a distinctive mark.

However, the sign of the covenant made after thedflhad been the rainbow, a sign
which remained, irrespective of what man might othe same way, the testing of

Abraham’s faith is a splendid example of trustfoédience

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

(1) Defined the term covenant and show how itffexent from a treaty.

(2) Whydid God choose Abraham as the founderfatieer of the Hebrew race?

(3) List ten leadership character and qualitiedasfeph that made him a successful
leader in  Egypt?

6.0 References/Further Readings

J. Elazar, “Land space and Civil Society in Ameritia Land Settlement Policy,
Raleigh, N.C.: North Carolina State University. phttwww.us-
israel.org/jsource/History/Persians.htm/Exile.html

Mayani, Zacharie “Les Hyksos et le Monde de la 8ibRedford. Donald (1992)
“Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Time” (PritmeeUniversity Press).
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisSBAES)

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Defined the term covenant and show how it is dgfférfrom a treaty.

. A covenant is a sacred mutual understanding betwvo people that is
sometimes consummated and done with blood, trekimg of which may affect
the defaulted party. The difference between amraweand treaty is on the basis
of its use of blood and also presidency of a davgr the terms of the covenant.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Why did God choose Abraham as the founder and faththe Hebrew race?

. The scripture said that Abraham trusted, hath fand obeyed God. | believe this
is why God chose him as the father of the Isrelit

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

List ten leadership character and qualities oégbghat made him a successful leader
in Joseph was:

. Courageous
. Persistent

. Disciplined

. Honest

8.0 Glossary

Suzerain: Suzerainty is the rights and obligations of a perstate or other polity who
controls the foreign policy and relations of autéry state, while allowing the tributary
state to have internal autonomy

Deutronomical Books:The deuterocanonical books are books and passagsisiered
by the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Chutah Oriental Orthodox Churches,
and the Assyrian Church of the East to be canomicaks of the Old Testament, but
which Protestant denominations regard as apocrypha
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MODULE 2
UNIT 1 PRE-HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Learning Outcomes
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The formative periods of Israelites history
3.1.1 The call of Abraham and migration
3.1.2 The Birth of Isaac
3.1.3 The Career of Jacob
3.1.4 The Career of Joseph
3.1.5 The chronological dates of events in thm#&ive period of
Israelites history
3.1.6 The characteristics of Arameans nomads
3.1.7 The Sedimentary Palestinian
3.2 Current Approaches to the study of Pre- ystd Israelites
3.2.1 Conservative Approach
3.2.2 Archeological Approach
3.2.3 Tradio-Histirical Approach
3.2.4 Patriarchical Narrative as History
3.2.5 Information’s from Tel-el-Amarna
3.2.6 Archeological Evidence in Support of theridechs as Historical
Figures
4.0 Summary
5.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
6.0 References/Further Readings
7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exer¢&&Es)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In the first module, you learned about the peoplisrael. You were presented with the
origin of Israel, the choice of Israel by God anad@ covenants with the Israelites. In
this module, which is made up of three units, ydlitveat the history of Israel from the
call of Abraham to the institution of monarchy tather enhance your knowledge of
the history of the people of Israel. This histotyigh covers the period of ancient Israel
beginning with Abraham can be viewed from bibligerspectives, giving scant
attention to post-biblical period. This is becaiiss difficult to understand the history
of Israel within the modern archaeological contefithe Ancient near Eastern religion.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Narrate the events that took place in thenfdive periods of Israelites history
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* Give current approaches to the study of Igesehistory.

» Discuss the history of Hebrew patriarchgoasmders of the Hebrew race.

2.0 Main Body

3.1 The Formative Periods of Israelites History

The formative period explores the history of thgibhaing of Hebrew people as a nation
which covers the period of four hundred years fraraund1500 BC. The Book of

Genesis traces the formative period (sometimegdagile-history) of Israel, to four

patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, also knownraslland Joseph.

3.1.1 The Call of Abraham and his positive Response

The call of Abraham is predicated on the followprgmises of God. (1) A great nation
fulfilled in the Hebrew people (2) A great namdfified in the Hebrews, Christians and
Mohammadans as all call him religious father (3pAd, fulfilled in the possession of
Canaan by the Hebrew, and (4) A blessing to aibnat Abraham responded positively
to God’s covenant and went as God commanded him.(Gx14

3.1.2 The Birth of Isaac

Abraham’s son, Isaac, was born in Canaan, and reftdat. He was weaned and the
event was celebrated. But when Ishmael his hathlerchas borne by Hagar, the slave
woman, Sarah demanded her unconditional expulsigh the child. They were
banished to dwell in the desert where Ishmael grpwater becoming renowned in the
use of the bow. He later married an Egyptian ane beoelve sons and one daughter.
These sons of Ishmael became the ancestors ofr#tiis Asaac grew into boyhood and
was naturally the idol of his parents. The greatgst and test of Abraham’s faith was
when God commanded him to take this boy, his ootyand offer in sacrifice.

3.1.3 The Career of Jacob

Jacob (supplanter) was notoriously tricky and wnsglous, with great ambitions for
himself. He could without hesitation for himselbgp to deceive his own brother and
even his blind old father. But God can take a miesmJacob with worthy ambition but
whom admittedly is inclined to deception in hisiaes, and change his character so as
to use him for a great purpose

Self-assessment exercise 1
Describe in brief the formative periods of Israditistory.

Activity 1

Search and copy out the processes that is
involved in the call of god, using any biblical
figure as an example.

3.1.4 The Career of Joseph

Joseph was attractive man who possessed so maniyabttmqualities such as

generosities, high ideas, unselfishness, cleamgj\a forgiving spirit that inspires one,
even the most causal study of his life. He wasfitlseborn son of Jacob and Rachel,
Benjamin being the last. Joseph was the most féeoswn of his father Jacob. He had
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two remarkable dreams, the meaning of which wasistakable and the thoughtlessly
related these to his elder brothers. This togeilidr the undisguised favouritism their
father had already exhibited toward him, arousedatinger and jealousy of his brothers
who planned to slay him at initial stage but waesdaded by Reuben not to shed blood
of all innocent soul. Later in the temporary abseoitReuben, they decided to sell him
as a slave to the midi- mite merchants on their twalggypt. They took him to Egypt
and sold him to Potiphar, an officer of the phatashere Joseph behaved wisely and
soon was in high favour with his masters that he placed in the high position of the
household. Joseph’s great temptation came whemptRots wife became infatuated
with him and used every means to induce him to caradultery with her: Joseph’s
refusal to commit, and Joseph had no chance tmdédfan against the accusation, he
was placed in prison. There in prison, God was Jditbeph and he was rose to a place
of authority over all the other prisoners. He ramediin prison for two years.

3.1.5 The Chronological Dates of Events in Formata/Periods of Israelites History

The chronological dates include:

a. The birth of Abraham in Mesopotamia in 1976 BCE

b. The birth of Ishmael, Abraham’s first son at #dge of 87, in 1890 BCE
C. The birth of Isaac in 1876 BCE and the birtdadob in 1816 BCE.

3.1.6 Characteristics of Nomadic Arameans
Some of the characteristics include:

a. The nomadic Arameans have a social mentalitghvpiaces much emphasis on
the value of “person” as compared to “things” tmigntality.

b. They had no property that could be called tbein.

C. Their wealth that which was made up of flockatle), was the common
properties of the community just as he himselbbgs to the tribe

3.1.7 The Sedentary Palestinians

Unlike the nomadic Arameans, the sedentary Palassn that is, the Ammonites
practiced Agriculture and trade as their main oetigm. From archaeological record
and history, they are known to have developed #stem of civil law which was
generally not very different from that found els@mh in western Asia. Like their
method of government or political system, it isoateliably learnt that their religious
system, was more developed and complicated thanothdne nomads. They had a
sanctuary with complex system of rituals while gaddertility feature prominently
among deities worshipped.

3.2 Current Approaches to the Study of Israelites k$tory

The following methodological approaches may be liggited.
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3.2.1 The Conservative Approach

This approach is also called the orthodoxtler traditional approach and is held
among the conservatives. These groups of schtddsthe view that the bible is of

supernatural origin and its autograph is completidyoid of error. This means that
every word of the Bible was divinely inspired ocw@dited. A section of this conservation
groups however holds that though the bible is @bljimnspired, yet its evidence would

be illustrated, supported, and if need be, its sggacontradictions harmonized with

materials drawn from extra biblical texts and aetilagical data. Those who held this
view are called the liberal. The first groups ohservative unlike the later believe

accurate historical dates could be worked out ftbm biblical account even of the

creative narrative assumptions

3.2.2 Archeological Approach

This approach to Israelite history aims at subg&ing the biblical data with appeals to
evidences which is external to the biblical text swpportive of it. As a tool in the Old
Testament story, the archaeological approach caeberibed as comparatively new
and reactionary method.

3.2.3 Traditio-Historical Approach

The third approach to Israelite history can bedadato Herman Gunker its founding
father. It became popular and generally acceptitaigh the work of Albretch Von

Rad, Martin North and Douglas Knight. This approattich is still very popular among
Old Testament scholars rests on the following ag$iams. That:

(). The Old Testament tradition took literary sbamly after centuries of oral tradition
(transmission). (2) The writers of the documentenirerefore more like redactors or
editors rather than authors.

(3) The OId Testament traditions like other seclitaratures could be divided into

genres, saga, prose,

poetry.

(4) The determining factor of nature of each tiaditis therefore its individual unit or

genres

(5) The patriarchal tradition belongs primarilytbe unit or saga.

(6) The individual sagas had their particular fumrcin the setting of life they were used
to. And the

function of many of these were etiological a sttolgl about the past to legitimate a
current practice).

Apart from some minor differences in method, theppears to be a consensus among
scholars on this school of thought for the follogvjpoints:

(a) That Israel as a people or united tribal cdefacy came into existence in the land
of Canaan.

(b) The tribal unit of confederation resulted framdemand of the internal revolt within
Canaan against
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the Canaanite city states; economic and polititattures. The oppressive measures of
the overlords made the peasants join forces withptstoralists to seek liberation and
freedom.

(c) The new society that emerged called Israel avifsrent in the context of its tribal
affiliation and covenant relationships.

(d) The antiquarian thesis which sought Israelrigio in nomadic culture and in the
concept of a general conquest from outside shoutdust be thrown overboard. In the
light of the above, the

institution of the monarchy was therefore a retiorpre-revolutionary affairs and this
represent a pagan life and faith of liberated IsfBleus, the four approaches represent
the current tools used by scholar in

the field of Old Testament studies, most scholdms work on the different period of
early Israelite history, proper to use differenpagaches than stick to one approach.

3.2.4 Patriarchal Narrative as History

The chronological reconstruction of the historylsrffael contained in the patriarchal
narrative is as difficult as proving the histonyciof the personages (individuals)
involved in the stories. Literary criticism has ealed the discrepancies, duplications
and at times contradictions contained in the niaeatwhich make the work of the
historian difficult, but extra biblical evidenceofn archaeology favours the acceptance
of the narrative history.

Tutor-Marked Assignment 2

List and discuss five approaches to the studgmaielites history.

Activity 2
Criticize the above enlisted approaches. To be
submitted in 30 minutes.

3.2.5 Information from Tel-el-Amarna

Among other things, we are told is that: (1) towdrd end of the 18th dynasty, there
was famine in Palestine and many Semites migratéd Egypt. This account
corroborated the story of Jacob and his sons where twas famine in Palestine and
they sought shelter in Egypt. (2) Officers in Egypth Semitic names are mentioned
especially that of a governor in a corn growingdrdis a position similar to that held by
Joseph in Genesis. (3) Inscription on a tombstanesga pictorial representation of
Egyptian officials receiving Asiatic refugees seekpermission to enter Egypt in time
of famine. From the above it is clear that the 1dyhasty witnessed the elevation of
Semitic officials to high position in Egypt as wall mass migration of some Canaanites
into Egypt because of famine.
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3.2.6 Archaeological Evidence in Support of the Paarchs as Historical figures
The following can be said with confidence aboutghtriarchs that:

(a) The patriarchal narrative recorded in chap®b0 of Genesis fit the period 17-12
century BC.

(b) The incident recorded in Gen. 15:1-4 regagditbraham’s fear that the slave
Eliazer might become his heir reflect the custorslate adoption well explained in the
NUXTEXT.

(c) A childless couple could therefore adopt aehao would inherit after them.

(d) The surrender of the slave girl Haggai to Alamahby Sarai on account of her
childlessness is supported in the NUXTEXT as th&au of the Semites around the
great rivers Tigris and Euphrates.

(e) In the NUXTEXT a wife of childless is obliged provide her husband with a
substitute. (b) The fruit of such union is recoguiby law. This may be the reason why
Abraham was willing to send Haggai away (Gen. 21L:1f) Nuzian customs also
validates Jacob/Laban story as facts of history.

(g) The adoption of Jacob into Labans householdtla@aonditions laid on him (Gen.
13:50), and Rachel and Leeh indignation against thther Laban (Gen. 31:15) and
stealing of his own god was intended to entitlezhito their father’s inheritance.

Tutor-Marked Assignment 3
Give the information from Te-el-Amarna as archealal evidence in support of
patriarch’s history?

Activity 3

Search and copy out any other evidence
archaeological evidence that as not mentioned
above you might have come across in your
personal studies?

4.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learned about the pre-hystdrisraelites, especially how before
1500 BC, the people were into slavery in Egypt amede ruled by a foreign dynasty
called the Hyksos. This dynasty was later drivenlmuAmos I, the first king of the
eighteenth dynasty that reigned between 1550-1%25. Ble founded the 18th Egyptian
dynasty which ushered in a new age for Egypt knasrthe “New Kingdom”. The
Egyptian Empire was maintained in the area of wie to emerge as Israel up to the
reign of Rameses VI in about 1150 BCE.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
(1) Describe in brief the formative periods sfdelites history.
(2) List and discuss five approaches to theystddsraelites history.
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(3) Give the information from Te-el-Amarna asleeological evidence in support of
patriarch’s history.

6.0 References/Further Readings
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Testament, Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. EeahisiPublishing Company
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Of Israel, BasicBooks.
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)

Self-assessment exercise 1

The formative periods of Israelites History.

. The formative period of the Israelites startemfrthe call of Abram, through the
series of covenants god had with Abraham, the birtsaac and the career of Jacob

Self-assessment exercise 2

Approaches to the Study of Israelites History

. Conservative approach
. Patriarchal approach
. Tradition-historical approach

Self-assessment exercise 3
The information from Te-el-Amarna as archeologesatience in support of patriarch’s
history.

. The patriarchal narrative recorded in chapteb@2f Genesis fit the period 17-
12 century BC.
. The incident recorded in Gen. 15:1-4 regardingahlam’s fear that the slave

Eliazer might become his heir reflect the custdisiave adoption well explained
in the NUXTEXT.

. A childless couple could therefore adopt a slkatv® would inherit after them
etc.
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8.0 Glossary

Welhausean Documentary HypothesisThe documentary hypothesis is one of the
models used by biblical scholars to explain thging and composition of the Torah. A
version of the documentary hypothesis, frequentintified with the German scholar
Julius Wellhausen, was almost universally accefttedhost of the 20th century.
Nomadic Arameans:The ancient Arameans have traditionally been vieag“camel
nomads”l who “spread out from the fringes of theoSArabian desert,” whence a
segment of “the Aramean tribes invaded northernddetamia, and founded there a
series of little states
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UNIT 2 ISRAELITES SALVATION HISTORY
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0 learning Outcomes

3.0 Main Body

3.1 The Egyptian experience

3.1.2 Moses Career

3.1.2.1 Preparation for Moses career

3.1.2.2 Moses call

3.1.2.3 Moses Patriotism

3.1.2.4 Moses personal character and leadershifigsia
3.1.2.5 Moses as a successful leader

3.1.2.6 The problem of Moses with Egyptian Authprit
3.2 The Ten plagues

3.2.1 The Exodus from Egypt

3.2.2 Crossing of the Red Sea

3.2.3 The conquest of Canaan

3.2.4 Wandering in the Desert

3.2.5 The covenant of Mount Sinai

3.2.6 The Israelites Experiences in Canaan

3.2.7 The Hittite Treaty

3.2.8 The Similarities between Hittites treaty dsmdelites Covenant
3.2.9 Israelites Tribal Associations.

4.0 Summary

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

6.0 References/Further Readings

7.0 Possible Answers to Self Assessment Exercis8Es)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In the first unit of this module, you learned abth# history of Israel, from the call of
Abraham to the institution of the monarchy. In thisit, we will examine Israelites
salvation history which covers several years stgrivith Joseph’s death in Egypt to
about 1400 BC. The major events to be considerttese periods of Israelites salvation
history are: The status of the Hebrews in Egymrafie death of Joseph, the birth and
preparation of Moses, to deliverance from Egypt@mdage, the Exodus, including:
The experience at Mt. Sinai, the forty years of dexing, the advance of Israelites
towards Canaan through Moab Eastern Palestinetrendonquest of Canaan under
Joshua.
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2.0  Learning Outcomes
By the end of this study, you should be able to:

* Narrate the story of Israelites deliveranoar the land of Egypt
» Give account of Moses as a leader

» Explain the experiences of Israelites in Egypbondage

» Give account of Israelite’s experiences im&m

» Discuss some of the major Judges in Israel

* Narrate the story of the conquest of Canaadoishua

» Give account of the institution of the morteyan Israel.

3.0 Main Body
3.1 The Israelites Experiences in Egypt

After the death of Joseph, a new Egyptian dynastgrged. This dynasty regarded the
Hebrews as political danger in the land and soceduhem to the condition of slaves.
The Israelites who were now quite numerous wereegged under Serti | (1310-1290)
and Rameses Il (1290-124), and forced to do hdrdrlauch as painting of frescoes
Rekhmre’s tomb (15th century), and making of bricks break their spirits and at the
same time, utilize their labour force (Ex 1:8ff)etpeople were subjugated to more hard
works. This measure in the end was not regardeddaguate measure and so the
Pharaoh ordered that all male children born tol$ha&elites should be put to death. It
was during this time of suffering and death thatl@ecided to send deliverers to the
people of Israel who will take them out of the lasfdEgypt to the promise land of
Canaan. God then chose Moses leader to accombpisshdble task. The tradition that
the Israelites were slaves in Egypt is confirmedh®y Old Testament, in the Exodus
events, which constitute the central pivot or eletre the later religion of Israel (cf.
Deut. 6:31-35; Deut. 26:5-9).

3.1.2 The Career of Moses

The career of Moses include:

a. He learnt how to shoot and throw arrows (arohanygl other physical exercises.

b. Moses was further recruited into the army amplesvised building projects,
among others.

C. From the point of view of his human format idmoth his careful upbringing,

familiarity with the Egyptian liturgy and templethe contact with Jethro, his
father- in-law and priest of Mediante sanctuaryenadl providential preparations
for his role as a liberator, legislator and religs leader of the Israelites.

3.1.2.1 Preparation for Moses Career

The career of Moses falls into three periods dfyfgears of training and preparation in
Egypt. The second period was spent in the land daiavi, and was a time of
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unconscious preparation. The third was the peri@titwal accomplishment of his task.
The story of his preservation as a child from hasmmot without parallels in the
traditions of other people than the Hebrews. Thatjoman, should seek to save her
child from death was natural. That, a woman shquitdhim in the basket of papyrus
reeds and placed him by the bank of river Nile wh&men came to bathe, shows the
resourcefulness of a mother’s love. That, an Egypfirincess should show pity for a
helpless infant, and arrange for his nurture needst a romantic story telling. And if
it to be objected that permission would never Haaen given by Pharaoh for the nurture
of a Hebrew child within his own household in vimd@ of his own decree, the rejoinder
may be made that there was no occasion to regadhuid as a political danger. So,
Moses with his own mother as a nurse was brought thge royal household and in due
course instructed in all the wisdom of Egypt.

3.1.2.2 Moses call

Moses call was a dramatic one. He met with Gotie@burning bush and God sent him
back to Egypt to ask Pharaoh to allow his peopledwe for where he wanted them to
be. Moses complained that he was not an eloqueatksp. Aaron was then assigned
to help him. Moses discharged his duties accorttirgod’s will (Ex 23). His previous
royal training helped him to accomplish his task.

3.1.2.3 Moses patriotism

Moses patriotism is clearly manifested in his rafu® be called son of Pharaoh’s
daughter and shared in the sufferings of his peibple showing them patriotism when
he killed the Egyptian who was beating his kin’snmBe taught his fellow Jews to
remain faithful always in the saving power of Géd.all circumstances, Moses kept
God’s commandments and showed love to his fellomsJ®y constantly interceding to
God for them as a faithful leader.

3.1.2.4 Moses personal character and leadership ditees

Moses had many desirable personal and leadershafitigst which made him a

successful and accomplished leader in Israel. Thessonal and leadership qualities
include: (a) Obedient (Ex 5:1-5,

7:6; 14:16, 21,27). (b) Funnel and flexibility (E¥2:9-13). (c) Confidence in God’s

strength (Ex 14:13-

14). (d) Trustworthy leader (Ex 14:31). (e) Patigit 14:1-4). (f) Communicated with

God formally (Ex 5:22-23). These aforementionedspeal and leadership qualities
made Moses a successful leader. Jochebed taughtMoses), God’s way as a child
(Ex 6:20). For example, He murder of the Egypteught him that he could not liberate
his people by himself. He learned humility and stalskills as an exile.

3.1.2.5 Moses as a Successful Leader

Moses accepted God’s call with reluctance and bisyfyears in the desert had
destroyed all the ambitions and pride in him. Hs wat afraid to express his frustration
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and honest feelings to God (Ex 5:22-23).He was iglo¢do God (Ex 7:6). He trusted
God and did not complain of the people as discangagim (Ex 14:10-14). He was
teachable. And so did not feel too big to take gaastruction from those beneath him
(Ex 18). He was willing to even die for the singlué people (Ex 32:32). He was more
concerned about God’s reputation than his own (EX4B13; Num 14:13-16). He
prayed for his people and interceded for them (Ef22-13; Num 14:19). He stood for
the truth and refused to compromise in spite o$guee and popular opinion (Num 14).
Saving the people was more important for Moses thsuipersonal reward or ambition
(Num 14:12).He instituted for Jewish history, a nfasm of leadership and was a
servant of God, not a strong man who ruled by arjipower or accumulated wealth.

3.1.2.6 The Problem of Moses with Egyptian Authorit

Despite all these personal and leadership qualitesses still consider his task of
delivering the Hebrew people from the bondage asneasy one. He had two great
problems to face. The first problem was how to mihleeimpossible Pharaoh to allow
the Israelites go. The second problem was how teuaele the people themselves that
they could and must leave Egypt (Ex 3:19; 5:1-1@pses had the assurance of God’s
help and he soon had the need of it. The people fearful and have lost consciousness
of their mission as a race (Ex 1410; Num 13:31-14%4r long, they had been slaves,
and their confidence in themselves had been desirby the years of servitude. They
were completely defeated and demoralized and Masessto build up their morale,
persuade them that they could and must leave E§yph strong courage, Moses
appeared before the Pharaoh to get his consetitdorpeople to leave Egypt.

3.2.1 The Ten plagues

The order of ten plagues is as follows (1) watemed to blood, (2) Frogs, (3) Lice, (4)
Flies, (5) Murrain, (6) Boils, (7) Hail, (8) Locwsst(9) Darkness, (10) Death of the first-
born of animals and human beings.

3.2.2 The Exodus from Egypt

The departure from Egypt is one of the fundamerdalsrael’s faith, along with the
creation and election of Abraham. The exodus adc@iwvery central in the both
political and religious history of the people ofdsl. It portrays them to have lived or
sojourned in the land of Egypt, where God, outiefdwn saving grace took them out
of the land of slavery to the promised land of Gamd he exact date when the Exodus
from Egypt took place is still disputed. The argmtsdor dating the Exodus even in the
15th century B.C are being more and more discoyntbde those indicating the 13th
century B.C. are gaining found and adherent

Self-assessment exercise 1

Give chronological account of the Exodus of Istaslifrom Egypt to the promise land
of Canaan.
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Activity 1
What were their experiences in Canaan?

3.2.3 Crossing of the Red Sea

As the host of the Lord went out from the land a@fypt, deliverance was to be
completed, only after the crossing of the Red &ar(41). The crossing of the “sea of
Reeds” was to place the children of Israel findlgyond Egyptian domination. After
their first confusion, the Egyptian pulled themssitogether, and rushed in pursuit of
the Hebrews, but just as their situation becamticalj God intervened to save his
people. When Pharaoh drew near: The people oflisral out to the Lord...Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea andaditedriven the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and made the sea dry land,thadvaters were divided. And the
people of Israel went into the midst of the sealgnground, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hand and on their left. The [@#@ns pursued and went in after them,
with all Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and his horserAad in the morning watch the
Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked dowpon the host of the Egyptians, and
discomfited the host of the Egyptians, doggingrtiebariot wheels so that they drove
heavily. Then the Lord said to Moses: “Stretch yautr hand over the sea, so that the
waters may come back upon the Egyptians, uponc¢haniot and upon their horsemen”.
So Moses stretched forth his hand over the seath@nska returned to its wonted flow
when the morning appeared, and the Egyptians fieal it, and the Lord routed the
Egyptians in the midst of the sea...not so much asodthem remain.

3.2.4 The conquest of Canaan

At a point later, they crossed the Jordan Riverlzeghn the conquest of Canaan itself.
According to the book of Joshua, chapter 7:, theqoest was completed in the three
stages:

(a) Campaign in the centre (Joshua 7:9)

(b) Campaign in the south (Joshua 10)

(c) Campaign in the North (Joshua 11).

3.2.5 Wandering in the Desert

However, between the Exodus and the point of entoy Canaan, the Israelites were
wandering in the Sinai Peninsula. It was at Sihat God revealed himself to them and
entered into union with them, establishing a comémnehich spelled out the terms of
their reciprocal relationship.

This Peninsula claimed to contain mountain whidegarded sacred and frequented by
Pilgrims even before the advent of Christ. Some $wsghested its location in North-
Western Arabia called Median because it containsarmes, since the Old Testament
picture of Sinai is that of volcanoes. Some suggkshe northern portion of Sinai
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because some Old Testament passages suggest K@deghch Old Testament
wandering names are associated. No one howeverssieknow neither the actual
location of the route taken by the Israelites dyitime wandering nor even the location
of the places named in the account of the wandehmtipe biblical narrative, there are
materials of early and late traditions and we atdma position to say exactly what the
details were but all the Old Testament says isitheds at this time and place that Israel
received the law and covenant

3.2.6 The Covenant on Mount Sinai

Nevertheless, the general picture of Moses ailmeder of Israel’s religion is probably
accurate because such leaders were required Ipetide at Sinai. Moses is portrayed
as introducing the worship of Yahweh to the Istasli The question then arises; how
did Moses himself come about the worship of YahweéhlRweh had his first encounter
with Moses during his first visit to the mount. $twould imply that Yahweh was located
at Sinai and worshipped there by other people kefoe time of Moses. These other
people may have become the knits clan to whom Mdater in-law belongs. Jethro
may have been a worshiper of Yahweh. This possilihiat Moses learnt the worship
of Yahweh from the Kenites is called the Kenite Bpesis. Though this is probable,
it may not be true

3.2.7 The Israelites Experiences in Canaan

Israel as a people with organized twelve tribesnfr@gional bases is found only in
Canaan. Before that time, they were tribes withspstematic form of organization.
What is found in Canaan as the people Israel isxéune of different elements. Old
Testament gives the impression that all the Idexelvere the descendants of the sons
of Jacob whose families numbered 70 souls in Egyjhiis raises some doubt because
apart from the difficulty of so few people produgiso many descendants in Egypt,
there are statements in Old Testament to the dfiattisraelite migrants were such as
the Midianites and the Edomites (Exodus 12:37-B8el also absorbed groups which
he found already living in Canaan. This she ditheziby conquest or absorption or
through peaceful negotiation with the tribes onrtban volition. A famous example
of this is the treaty which Israel sought with @Gi&eonites in Joshua 9:3). Also, the fact
that several Canaanite cities are listed in Josmipart of the tribe of Manasseh
indicated that Gibeon was not the only Canaanibegrabsorbed into Israel. Shechem
which later became the tribal capital of Israebbels to this group.

3.2.8 The Hittite Treaty

It begins in a preamble in which the king idensfl@mself, followed by a prologue in
which he speaks in the first person. He mentionatvale has done for his vassals and
the things for which the vassals ought to be guatdfhe second section contains a
statement of obligation to be imposed on the vasbal includes complete loyalty to
the king and respect to other vassals. The payofdributes and military service to be
rendered by the vassals are also stipulated. Atmedis is the submission of legal
disputes with other vassals of the king. Provis®made for keeping a copy of the
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treaty in the shrine of the vassal and for a pulelaling of it at regular intervals. Section
five all the gods who are witness to the treatgldses with section six which contains
all the blessings for obedience to the terms ofrb&ty and curse for disobedience.

3.2.8 The Similarities between Hittite treaty and $raelites Covenant
These similarities between Hittite treaty and Istaeovenant can be found in:

(1) The preamble which is also parallel is Exod02 and Joshua 24:2

(2) the prologue which is also found in Exodus 2&n@ Joshua 24:2.

(3) The statement of obligation which in the Oldsfenent is contained in the
proscription of relationship with other gods aneé tiecognition of other Israelites as
vassals of Yahweh as contained in the Ten Commantme

(4) The provision for keeping of the ark which ans the tables of the Lord in the
sanctuary. In Deut. 31:9-13, Moses commanded thding of the law at regular

intervals. Blessings and curses similar to theitditreaty are found in the covenant
with Israel (cf Deut. 27 and 28).

3.2.9 Israelites Tribal Associations

For 200 years in the land of Canaan, Israel haithal ssociation based entirely on the
covenant. This tribal association traced its origirthe sons of Jacob born by his two
wives. At an early period, Levi was given a spepralvision in Israel but it was ceased
to be part of the twelve tribe’s organizations ritake up for this loss, the tribe of Joseph
was divided into two tribes of Ephraim and Manas$ghile Manasseh was divided in
two parts by her occupation of western and eagtertions of the conquered land, the
organization of the twelve tribes was canterechenshrine which in the early days was
a tent containing the Ark of the Covenant. Thig teas located at Shiloh, the centre of
Palestine.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Give reasons why the Israelites demanded for a huama?

Activity 2
Search and copy out the exact list of covenants
god made with the people of Israel on their way
to Canan.

4.0 Summary

We have seen that Israelites salvation historyestanith the patriarchs who were the
founder of Hebrew people as a race. Through the dfeloses and Aaron, God’s plan
of salvation for the people of Israel was to beoagglished. This promise of God which
was later ratified by the sign of circumcision ey male child came to be fulfilled in
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the birth of Isaac. Thus, the people of Israel deglathe land of Egypt between 1300-
1200 BC and wandered in the wilderness of sin leetwossing the red sea into the
promise land of Canaan

5.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

(1). Give chronological account of the Exodus oadédites from Egypt to the promise

land of Canaan. What were their experiences in @#ha
(2) Give reasons why the Israelites demanded Farmaan king
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1

Chronological account of the Exodus of Israelitesrf Egypt to the promise land of
Canaan. What were their experiences in Canaan

. The children of Israel were faced with many lifieeatening situations on their
way to the promise land. One of the challenges émepuntered in Canaan was the fear
of either fighting the giants that possessed thd lar run the risk of loosing the land.
Although it was not an easy venture, but god samtlthrough. Joshua and Caleb are
the forces that facilitated and initiated the idleat reduced the abused threats of the
original Canaanites and hence triggered the congii¢se land by the Israelites.

Self-assessment exercise 2

Reasons why the Israelites demanded for a hunman ki

. The Israelites enabled for a king because theg wwed of being ruled by judges
and they wanted to be like other surrounding natiwho had a king, responsible for
taking them to war, not just a prophet or judge wiould issue an order and seat at
home.

8.0 Glossary

Payment of Tributes: A payment in money or other valuables made by rohes or
nation to another in acknowledgment of submissio@the price of protection or
security.

Ark of the Covenant: The Ark of the Covenant, also known as the Arktloé
Testimony or the Ark of God, is believed to be mhast sacred relic of the Israelites and
is described as a wooden chest, covered in puck gith an elaborately designed lid
called the mercy seat. According to the Book of dixx) the Ark contained the two
stone tablets of the Ten Commandments. AccordintpégoNew Testament Book of
Hebrews, it also contained Aaron's rod and a potafina.
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UNIT 3 THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL FROM THE TIME OF JUDGE S TO
THE PERIOD OF CAPTIVITY
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3.12 Captivity

4.0 Summary

5.0 Tutor-marked Assignments

6.0 References/Further Readings

7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExerciB8E<)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In the last unit, you learned the salvation hiswfysraelites. In the subsection on the
Exodus from Egypt you were told that the departuas one of the fundamentals of
Israelite’s faith which portrays them to have sojed in the land of Egypt, where God
out of his saving grace took them out of the lahdlavery to the promised land of
Canaan. In this unit our focus will be on examime ¢éxperiences of Israelites from the
time of Judges to the period of captivity.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. Explain what led to the reign of Judgessrael.

. Discuss the roles of some judges iadksr

. Give reasons for Israelites demandafouman king.

. Give accounts of the institution of naochy in Israel.

. Discuss the nature of captivity of fpeople of Israel by the Assyrians and
Babylonians.

3.0 Main Body
3.1 The Rise of Judges

The crises in Israel resulted to the rise of soeaelérs called “Judges”, These judges
rose to power during the period of “Dark Ages” ogébilew history. It was a time of
decline, apostasy, disorder and demoralizatioriliaraas of life-economic, political,
social, moral and religious activities. The ofteuering statement in the Book of Judges
is that “the children of Israel did that which wasgl in the sight of God: and God sent
an oppressor to persecute and enslave them.

3.1.1 Functions of the Judges
The function of these Judges was to serve as miléaders to deliver the people from
their oppressors. In some cases, the functiondh@fjudges involved political and

judicial. In some instances they served as relgji@aders and were highly respected
by the people in the society.
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3.1.2 The Major Judges

The names of the major Judges include:

(a) Othniel of Judah, (b) Ehud, a Benjamite, (ch@ah, the prophetess, and Barak, (d)
Gideon from Manasseh, (e) Abimelech, son of Gidéf)n]Jair of Gilead, (g) Tola of
Issachar, (h) Jephthah of Gilead, (i) Ibzan fronthBdnem, (j) Elan of Zebulon, (k)
Abdon and (I) Samson of Dan. Some people include Roth and Samuel as judges,
while others do not. Of this, six are regardedeaglérs and are as follows: Othniel,
Ehud, Deborah and Barak, Gideon, Jephthah and $amso

3.1.2.1 Othniel

Chronologically, Othniel came as the first deliverand apparently served not many
years after the death of Joshua. The people othJhdd yielded to the temptation of
indulging in the wicked ceremonies of Canaaniteshgr, having forsaken the worship
of God. Othniel, the nephew of Caleb, rose up aveieind in an encounter, the details
of which are not given, defeated the enemy, drbeetout and this delivered the people
of Judah.

3.1.2.2 Ehud

Ehud, a man of Benjamin delivered the Israelitesfthe invader of Moab, East of the
Jordan valley. Eglon, king of Moab, crossed theddoy captured Jericho and for
eighteen year oppressed the tribes east of thad@slwell as the people of Benjamin
and Judah. Ehud, a left-handled warrior from Belmament to the palace of Eglon and
asked for a private interview with the king.

3.1.2.3 Deborah and Barak

Deborah, a prophetess from Ramah in Ephraim andkBaman of Naphtali rallied an

army to fight these invaders (the Canaanites) wttupied much of the valley of

Esdraelon and oppress the Hebrews. Deboraugeed Barak to undertake to raise
an army. Barak was able to assemble an army othminsand men on mount Yabor,
over-looking the valley of Esdraelon

3.1.2.4 Gideon

His story of deliverance of the Hebrews against\hdianites is the most familiar one

in the book of Judges. The Midianites, the Amakskaind the Arab tribes from the East
under the leadership of Zebah and Zalmunnah wightto chiefs Oreb and Zebah

attacked the Israelites, destroying crops andciirilj the severest sufferings on the
people for seven years. Gideon, the deliver, caora the tribe of Manasseh and slew
the Midianites at the Lord’s command.
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3.1.2.5 Jephthah

Jephthah an illegitimate son which was without eetgble standing was commissioned
by God to deliver Israelites from the hands of Amemorites. The oppression of the
people of Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim who werdygailidolatry was so severe and
prolonged that they cried for a deliverer. Jephtagteed and promised that if he was
victorious, he would be given proper recognitionoag his people.

3.1.2.6 Samson

Samson is one of the strongest and most patheti@acters in the bible. The Biblical
account of his remarkable exploits which culminatedis tragic death are not possible
in this connection, however, the story of his bintés indicated that he was endowed
with supernatural strength and set apart for aigpegssion. But as one reads the story
of his youth, his determination to marry a Phifistigirl, his frivolous behavior, the
prodigal use of his powers for his own selfish msgy his indulgence in forbidden
pursuits, his immoral conduct, his capture by theney and his death, a sense of being
disappointment comes over him

3.1.2.7 Ruth

The story of Ruth is a lovely and wholesome oné&letl to have written around 1100
BC. The exact date of the book is uncertain, howesame feel that it should be placed
at end of the period of Judges. It is the storilahelech and his wife Naomi and their
two sons who lived in the vicinity of Bethlehemuiihg a severe famine, the family
left their ancestral home and took up their abodeloab, East of the Dead Sea

3.2 The United Monarchy

This period covers more than one hundred yeab&dins with the closing years of the
judges and terminated with the death of Solomonrad®75 B.C. During this period,
the life of the Hebrew nation under went a radatenge with the influence of Samuel,
the statesman, prophet and priest chosen by Aedddis people. But due to increasing
pressure from the Philistines and other neighbgumbes, the Israelites were forced to
unite under King Saul in c. 1050 BCE.

3.3 Origin of the United Monarchy

As the wealth returned to the region at the entth@fLate Bronze Age and the collapse
of trade wit h Egypt and Mesopotamia recovered, mg@rior trade routes opened up.
The route running from Kadesh Barnea in the sahtiough Hebron to Jerusalem and
the one running from Lachish to Samaria, Shiloh &he&chem through Galilee to
Megiddo became great commercial linking points. SEheew routes threatened the
trade monopoly of the Philistines, who sought tondwte the inland routes, either
directly, through military intervention against tlgeowing strength of the tribes of
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Israel, or indirectly, through promoting and empiay mercenaries to positions of
power.

3.4 Institution of the Monarchy

There are two accounts or traditions of Israeldlesice of king: The anti-monarchist
tradition (I Sam.
8:1-22; 10:17-27) and the monarchist Traditiongh59:1-10,16).

3.4.1 Monarchist Tradition (I Sam 8:1-22; 10.17-27)

This first account is a little more difficult, atol some extent contradictory to the second
account. It shows how Samuel first rejected theupaopdemand for the king and later
acceded to it only after a divine command. Samaeirty been aware of the people’s
wishes, called a public assembly to Mizpah to hkair statement. The demand for a
king displeased him. That a prophet should be tfleader was in order, for a prophet
would act as God directed him so that true relighivuld prevail. But a king might
become intoxicated with power and utterly turn arayn God, acting in pride and
presumption which could lead to Israel’s ruin.

3.4.2 Anti- Monarchist Tradition (I Sam. 9:10-11, B, 11:1-15)

The second account which is more vivid, memorabi@ iatelligible, describes how
Yahweh himself guided the secret election of SaWtiag of Israel; how Saul defeated
the Ammorites, and how the people acclaimed hikirag. According to this account,
Saul, a man of Benjamin, was sent by his fathéntbsome strayed asses, and passing
near Ramah, was advised by his servant to seekdifiee of the seer, Samuel: He is a
man held in great honor, all that he said comelgtwepass”. Saul accepted the advice
and found that it was a festival day in Ramah

3.4.3 Comments on Monarchist and Anti-Monarchist Taditions
Some of the comments include:

a. The monarchist tradition is taken to be neaetrents.

b. The argument is that the monarchy is the nbfiwid of the unity that was being
achieved towards the close of the period of

C. Judges, for unity was imperative in the facéhefgrowing peril. The last judge
anointed the first king, and this first king hasherismatic nature: he is chosen
by God and possessed by his spirit, and the spaites him to great exploits.

d. The thing is that despotism, cruelty and vindetess of rulers in ancient times
were well known to the Israelites. Their fathead lexperienced it in Egypt under
Pharaoh; all the petty states around them groamarg under such rulers.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Give two accounts of the institutions of Monarchylsrael and briefly comment on
them

Activity 1
Narrate the circumstance that led to the naming
of Samson as one of the judges.

3.5 The Reign of Samuel

The transition from the dark and chaotic days efjtidges to the glorious era of the
kings soon find out that there was no say of saguitie prosperity and peace of the
nation was nor a sudden nor an accident one. lec¢arough Samuel, who is called by
some as the last of the judges.

3.6 The Reign of Saul (I Sam. 9-18).

The years of Saul’s reign are dominated with gogadortunities. The account of his
rule opens with description of a military episode Ammorites attack under their king
Nahash. A number of men were dismissed from theydoat 3,000 were retained to
begin a standing army. War started at Geba wheratlan was the commander and
was formally declared throughout Israel and thepfeecame to meet Saul at Gilgal, a
place suitable to deplore armies and at the ergrahthe gorge valley deep and narrow
with rocky sides. The number of the enemy was enpasnThey occupied Michmash,
a Benjaminite city, some 70 miles NE of Jerusal®aul withdrew down the gorge to
Gilgal while Jonathan still remained at Geba at Sloaith of the gorge. Many of the
Israelites were terrified and they showed greatardwee. According to the biblical
record, Saul made seven military campaigns dunsgériod of reign as a king in Israel.
These include: the campaign against the Ammoatedabesh-Gilead, against the
Philistines, several against Moab-Edom and Zobgainat the Amalekites, against the
Philistines under Goliath, and against the Philesti at Mt. Gilboa which resulted in his
death. Saul first mistake was his failure to waifolspe assuming the role of a priest when
he had received instruction from Samuel.

3.6.1 Saul Leadership qualities

Saul possessed several admirable qualities aslerldde was a man of large physique
and attractive appearance. He was higher than fahg people from his shoulders and
upwards. He was modest and humble. He did not thee&ffice and was not eager to
serve. His obedience to God and humility in theifr@igg were very commendable. He
had the ability to organize and to execute. He wla® an able military leader as
indicated by the decisive victories in the earlytjpé his career. He had the qualities of
a leader and made a good beginning. The situatiered Saul a great opportunity and
was the first king, the one to blaze the trail aetlpattern for later rulers. He was all
but unanimously accepted. He had all the autharfitizis kingly office. He had the

41



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

benefits of the wise counsel and the valuable egpee of Samuel, the honored and
respected leader for so many years. He stood ointéghold of a new day.

Self-assessment exercise 2
What were two mistakes of Saul that made him teelprted by the people as a king?

Activity 2
Narrate the circumstance surrounding the change of leadership in Israel from
judges to kings

3.6.2 Saul and David
The following events must be examined when disagsSaul and David. There are:
3.6.3 David’s Introduction to Saul

There are two separate accounts of David’s intrbdado Saul. According to the first

one (I Sam. 16:14-33), Saul had become subjedtst@f Melancholia and there was
sought a musician who might be able to soothe itngikspirit. In this way, David was

chosen as a harpist. The second account shows lawid Bppeared before the public
eye (I Sam. 17:55-18:5). According to this accailmetre was war with the Philistines
and the armies confronted each other in the vailellah. It was expected Saul's
amour-bearer would have been in the field withiing, but it is said that, whereas his
three eldest brothers were there, he himself waplsdrding near his home in
Bethlehem.

3.3.5.4 Tension between Saul and David

When David, after slaying Goliath and was praiséith Youd acclaim by women who
sang praises: “Saul has slain his thousand anddD@siten thousand,” tension was
created between Saul and David. These praises leoywsere not uttered in response
to Goliath’s death alone, but were in line with fleemer tradition which describes
David as the king’s amour-bearer. From this tim#hf&aul became fiercely jealous of
David and his bouts of melancholy increased. He Bawd, not without reason as one
who might split the kingdom by faction and undoth# good work that had been done.

3.6 5 David'’s Flight

The narrative, when studied carefully in its litgrdeserves careful analysis of events
which could be broadly divided into three dimension

(1) David was driven from Saul’s court and hadive a fugitive life in the fields and
caves of Judah and the south country, but he wasimply an innocent sufferer. He
lived the life of an outlaw, and gathered to hirhseband of mal-contents (I Sam.
22;1,2).
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(2) David had undoubtedly a personal attractiveraesl this made Jonathan, his friend
and Jonathan stuck with him through thick and tBewul found that the members of his
own court were very unwilling to inform against Deyl Sam. 22: 7,8).

(3) That, Saul is shown as jealous and relentlgsghguing his enemy. That he had
received severe provocation must likewise be adnhitSaul was merely human and
when the expelled David gathered about him his @mpf followers, Saul cannot be
blamed for taking a serious view of the situation.

3.6.6 The Death of Saul

After being hunted throughout the length and brieadtJudah, David betook himself
to the Philistines (I Sam 27.). This step he topkh@ last desperate remedy. Anywhere
else Saul would seek him; he would not dare to s&mkamong his inveterate foes. It
was some time after this that the Philistines gatth&éogether again for battle with Israel,
but their encampment was not in one of the valteysing from Judah to the coastal
plain near their own five towns, but away at Shurierthe plain of Esdraelon. That
may have meant that Saul was attempting to getege&s of that plain to bind the
northern tribes into the kingdom. Be that as it nthg Israelites opposed them in Mount
Gilboa. This was the final crisis of Saul’'s reigmdéhe was ill prepared for it.

3.3.5.7 The Reign of David

The ancient traditions recount the rise of David1(@00-c 961) to prominence as a
valiant warrior in Saul’s militia, the jealousy 8aul that eventually led to David’s life
as the exiled leader of an outlaw band, and Dawddigentures as the prince of Siceleg
(Ziklag) in the employ of the Palestine ruler oftlbéGath). These traditions have the
form of popular sagas and are of different andardrorigin, but they agree essentially
in their pictures of David as a very talented watriThe loyalty he inspired in his small
band of marauders and his partial friendship whth Philistines gave him freedom to
develop his power in the south, where he protettiecestablished towns by his raids
against pillaging nomads. After Saul’s death, Daeigned as king in Hebron for about
7 years and emerged, after, Abner and Is- Baalkillagl, as the only hero who could
possibly save Israel from Philistine oppression.eWthe elders of the northern tribes
had submitted to him and accepted him as the Kitgrael, he wisely moved the capital
to Jerusalem, which had been conquered by his owyg @f loyal mercenaries, was not
connected with tribal traditions, and was centrédlyated on the border between the
southern and the northern tribes.

Self-assessment exercise 3
Narrate the story of David flight from Saul?

Activity 3
How did the killing of goliath ignite the hatred Saul has for David?
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3.8 The Reign of Solomon

The successes of David were consolidated and aegy the reign of Solomon (c.
961-c. 922 B.C), who was fortunate to reign in eqeewhen the great powers, Egypt
and Assyria were at their weakest, when the Sidosnigere interested in maritime
expansion and trade, and when the Armenians hadorapletely recovered from
David’s victories. Solomon and his kingdom werestlali peace, a peace ensure by the
chariot army and garrisons that he establisheteat gxpenses throughout his kingdom,
of which the excavations at Megiddo have provideteworthy evidence. He freely
engaged in all kinds of commercial endeavors with surrounding countries allying
himself with Haram of Tyre in the production of ralst and other trade and taking
advantages of and exploiting the newly establistaedel trade over the vast wastelands
of Arabia.

3.9 The Divided Kingdom

The causes of this schism were both indirect aretdilndirectly, the causes go back
for some time. For many years there had been kealnyrbetween the strong tribe of
Judah in the south, with its capital city of Jetasg and some of the tribes further north.
We have seen this showing up in at least two irgmnUpon the death of Saul, Judah
was quick to accept David as king while the northtebes set up a rival kingdom under
Ishbosheth. Later in the reign of David, Sheba, wtabably knew of the old feeling of
jealously, was able to launch a rebellion agairiegkDavid which he might well have
succeed. So the idea of division was not a new ®he.direct cause was the foolish
behavior of Rehoboam who succeeded Solomon. Whealf®am went up to Shechem
for the confirming of his coronation the northeribés under Jeroboam, who had hastily
returned from Egypt after the death o f Solomoatlyfldemanded a statement of the
new king as to his policy. They were tired of hegaxes and tyrannical treatment by
their king. Rehoboam wisely asked for time to prepan answer. Three days were
allowed for this. During this time the king sougttvice from two groups. The older
and wiser men urged him to be cautious and coregielewarning him of the peril.

The younger men, probably his friends in the coadt/ised that he treat the people
harshly and put them in their place at once byld thoeat. At the end of the three days
the king appeared before the assembly to annouiscddtision. He had foolishly
decided to follow the course recommended by hisryoving associates, and as the
people faced him, he declared roughly; “My fathexda your yoke heavy, but | will
add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whiput | will chastise you with
scorpions. The reaction was immediate. Contrawttat Rehoboam probably expected,
they shouted defiantly, what portions have we inida Neither have we inheritance in
the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: Nowmt@dbin own house, David.” The die
was cast.

3.9.1.1 Jeroboam I, the Agitator

Around 920 BCE, according to the biblical accouldtoboam led the revolt of the
northern tribes, and established the Kingdom afdst Kings 11-14). B.S.J. Isserlin, in
his examination of the Israelites, shows, from maalysis of the geographical setting,
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the origins of the Israelites, their neighbourg, political history of the monarchy, the
socio-economic structure, town-planning and archite, trade, craft and industry,
warfare, and literacy as well as art and religibiat the kingdom of Israel was typical
of the secondary Canaanite states establishedoait #fis time. Economically, the
kingdom of Israel seems to have been more develtipad its southern neighbour.
Rainfall in this area is higher and the agricultusgistems are more productive.
According to the biblical account, which cannotdiecked by outside sources, there
were 19 separate rulers of Israel. Politically, kirlgdom of Israel seems much less
stable than Judah, maintaining a form of charism&iadership by merit and
competition between ruling families who seem toendepended much more on links
with outside powers such as Tyre, Aram and Assgraader to maintain their authority.
This need to placate powerful neighbours was detreiesl early on during the reign
of Jeroboam, when, despite reputed actions of ksttaiy fortifications at Tirzah,
Shechem and Israel was invaded by Egyptian Ph&hekhonk | (the Biblical Shishak)
of the Libyan 22nd dynasty. The Kingdom of Isrggbears to have been most powerful
in the first half of the ninth centaury BCE, durimpich time Omri (a. 885-874) BCE)
founded a new dynasty with its capital city at Saenaith support from the Phoenician
city of Tyre.

3.9.2.1 The Reign of Jehu

Jehu, a captain in Jehoram’s army was anointedrtyyhet Elisha and commission to
destroy Jehoram and all descendants of Ahab ambdeze fulfilled the mission by
slaining the kings of Israel and Judah, since kuoths were descendants of Ahab. Also,
Jehu ordered the eunuchs to throw Jezebel on tiieetmp down to the street and her
broken body was devoured by the scavenger dogfhiddeoroved himself a ruthless
destroyer and dealt a severe blow to Baal wordHgpwever, as king, he proved a
disappointment. He not only showed no concernterworship of God, but actually
gave his hearty support to the worship of the caleBethel and Dam as set up by
Jeroboam. No wonder that the prophet Hosea condeimiseactions of unjustifiable
cruelty. (Hosea 1:4) During the latter part of Jslraign, most of the holdings in eastern
Palestine were lost to the Syria king Hazael. Tlssyan monuments state that Jehu
had to pay tribute to the Assyrian king, Shalmandése

3.9.2.2 Jehoachz and Jehoash

Jehu’s son, Jehoahaz succeeded him on the threzaeHK the cruel king of Syria, who
had successfully contended against Jehu, soon agaie to ravage the territory east of
the Jordan and to massacre its people. he complleahhaz to cut his army down to
fifty horsemen, ten chariots and 10,000 infantrigeiie is nothing good reported of his
reign of seventeen years. He died leaving the #htorhis son Jehoash (Joash). Joash
followed the practice of his predecessors in sugpgpidolatry in spite of the warnings
of the aged Elisha.When Elisha was stricken wighlast illness, Joash called on him
and wept at the prospect of death for the profdletha told him to open the window
facing the east and to shoot his arrow in thatativa He shot three arrows, but was
told by the dying prophet that in not shootingrgéa number he had limited his victories
to three. After the death of Elisha, Joash gairnedet victories over the Syrians and
recovered the cities formerly taken by them. Therm@so a statement to the effect that
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Joash “fought with might against Amaziah, king afddh.” Being challenged by
Amaziah to come and “let us look one another infélce” Joash accepted the challenge
and “Judah was put to the worse before Israeltlaegfled every man to his tent.

3.8 The fall of Samaria

Tiglath-pileser Il (called also, Phanue, the naneetook when he became king of
Babylon), by victories over Urartu, had freed hrsni@s for campaigns in Syria.

Manasseh of Israel, who had killed Sellum a moritar ghe latter’'s seizure of the
throne, was forced to pay tribute to Tiglath Pitese7 38. After Manahen’s son, Pekah
was killed by an anti-Assyrian faction led by Pek#éhwas not long before Phanu
reacted to Israelite revolt. Meanwhile, Pekah haehgithened his lliance with Razin,
king of Damascus. While Israel and Damascus wgnegito force Judah, now ruled by
Ahaz into anti- Assyrian coalition by threatenimgréplace him with Ben Tabeel, the
Assyrians were busy in the north giving the finddvis to Urartu. It was in these

circumstances that the prophet Isaiah encouraged g&htrust in Yahweh alone, but
Ahaz appealed to Tiglath-Pileser for help and $amt a vassal's tribute. In 73 the
Assyrians marched on Philistia to cut off any bligt might come to coalition from

Egypt, conquering a good part of Galilee as thesgpd through it.

3.10.1 The last days of Samaria

Israel’s misfortune led to another palace revohutidosea had assassinated Phacee and
quickly sent tribute to the Assyrians, and was tli®sved to reign as a vassal king over
a much-reduced kingdom. Ahaz made his vassalageiabfby submitting to the
Assyriians at Damascus and thus rendered any niateJtda might attempt against
Assyrian an act of rebellion. At the same time, Assyrian religious cult was forced
unto Judah, and Yahwism was endangered. BxeAssyrian king Salmanasar V,
in the course of a campaign against Tyre, invadedesia and laid siege to its capital.
King Osee, who had vainly hoped to receive militaiy from the king of Sais in the
Egyptian Delta and had refused to give his anraaltd Assyrian, was taken prisoner
by Salmanasar. But the city of Samaria withsto@dsilege for almost 3 years.

3.10.2 Judah until its fall

Since the invasion of Judah by Sennacherib, kirgsskria, is certainly to be dated in
70l1and since it occurred in the 14th year of Ahaps Hezekiah, king of Judah, the
date c. 715 for the beginning of Hezekiah’'s resgems better than that indicated by
the synchronism afforded by 4Kgs 18.1-2-10. Hezekiad a long reign in a period that
saw the greatest extent of the Assyrian empiret Teatiny kingdom of Judah was not
completely absorbed by the mammoth empire, aslise@Ebeen absorbed remains one
of history’s tantalizing problems. Sacred histoaglyiven an answer that transcends the
historian’s purview: Judah was saved because @ffigiaus, and, hence, also a national
revival that procured for it Yahweh’s protection.h@ever his judgment of this
theological interpretation the historian must adthat Judah could not have had a
national renewal without a preceding religious vali
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3.10.3 Hezekiah

During the 1st half of Hezekiah's reign, the timesre generally propitious for his
reform. Assyria had temporary problems at home,ea@ept for the campaigns of the
Assyrian army against Azotus (Ashdod), Palestines waft in peace until
Sennancherib’s invasion of Judah 701. The refornclwiviped out the Assyrian cultic
importations was motivated by the pure Yahwism ghed by Isaiah and Micah . It
then, apparently for the first time attempted tstdey all local sanctuaries, even those
dedicated to Yahweh, and to make the temple irsdé¥m the sole focus of the orthodox
cult. The vital school of religious thinkers behihe attempt, probably never successful
in Hezekia’s time, remained dormant under the lang idolatrous reign of the weak
Manasseh (Manasesh), to reappear in its full vigrer king Josiah of Judah.

3.10.4 Manasseh

Under Hezekiah’'s son Manasseh, a ravaged Judaimedtto its vassal status, paying
tribute to Asarhaddon (Esarhaddon) in 673 and suAsanipal (Ashurbanipal) in 668.
The religious reform was suppressed and God’s mtsplay hidden. The next king
Amon was murdered by his own officials, but anotjr@up started a counter revolution
gained control of the small kingdom for Amon’s shwsiah, when he was still a boy.

3.11 Josiah Reformation

Josiah reigned until his tragic death in the baifld&aggedo, when he vainly tried to
prevent the Egyptian army under Nechao (Necho) frorading Syria. Under Josiah a
religious reform, with which the Bible is almostafxsively concerned, accompanied
and abetted a national resurgence that was possoluse of the Assyria’s entrance
into a fatal decline. As the Judean political antitan y reorganization progressed, the
reform expelled from the land all foreign irdhwces, religious and cultural. The
discovery in Josiah’s 18th year of at least theislagve part of the book of
Deuteronomy (I Kgs 22-23.) added impetus and pwrposhe renewal and led to the
suppression of local sanctuaries and the concentrat priests in Jerusalem.

3.11.1 Eliakim

After the death of Josiah the anti Egyptian faciiodudah set his second-oldest son
Selllum (Shallum) to the throne under the nameoaichaz (Jechoachaz). But after a
reign of only 3 months, he was deposed by the Eayptand taken prisoner into Egypt.
The Egyptians then installed, as their puppet kinfjidah, Josiah’s oldest son, Eliakim,
who took the throne name of Joakim (Jehoakin). De#pe enormous tribute that Judah
had to pay Pharao Nechao. Joakim received no sulastailitary aid from Egypt when
the Chaldean king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar (Nedaicezzar), invaded Palestine
in 603-602 and he was forced to become a vassBhbflon. But the 3 years later,
egged on by Egypt, he threw off the Babylonian ydké&>98 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar set
out to punish his rebellious vassal in Judah. Joakiowever, died shortly before the
Babylonian army encamped before Jerusalem.As theway to save the city, his son
and successor, Jehoiachin, after a reign of omhoBths and 10 days, offered himself,
his family, his whole court, and most of the nobéssprisoners. This was the first
deportation of Judeans to Babylon. On the shalgnghof Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar
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set Joakim’s younger brother Mathania, who took thene name of Sedecia
(Zedekiah).

3.12 Captivity

After the fall of Samaria and the destruction otidalem, the Jews were taken away as
captives to Babylonia. Only a small remnant of poescouraged and leaderless people
was left in Judah. Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gédabkagovernor to control them.
But insurrection soon broke out among those lefiudah and Gedaliah was murdered
by Ishmael, a member of the royal family, and cwér resulted. Most of the people
fled to Egypt, and continued to live there everrathose from Babylonia returned to
Jerusalem.

In 722 BCE, nearly twenty years after the initiavasions and deportations, the
Assyrian king Sargon finally finished what Tiglafhleser Il began in 740 BCE. He
completed the conquest of the Northern Kingdonscdél by taking captive the capital
Samaria after a three year siege (which happenkitl ®halmaneser V) and deporting
the remaining Israelites, including the ruling sla® the cities of the Medes and other
disputed areas, generally believed to be in or tiearvicinity of conquered lands
occupied by the Assyrian Empire. Conversely, peopiam those lands were deported
to Samaria. Thus, the Israelites of the Northemgkom were dispersed amongst the
nations by being planted in the epicenter of th@dwu migration tides of Eurasia.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4
What led to the division of the kingdom of Isragkihe time of Jeroboam

Activity 4
Critically narrate the incidences that precipitated the fall of samaria?

4.0 Summary

In this unit, we have learnt that the Judges rodbkd position of power after the various
tribes of Israel had gained a foothold in Palessing them to term struggle for survival
among their hostile neighbours. In the struggldsoéelites for survival they were
certain great crises in which one or more of theefr were involved. It is of these crises
that we read in the stories of the Judges. Thd fimetion of these judges was to serve
as military leaders to deliver the people fromtlog@pressors. In some cases their work
continued as statement or political and judiciadlers after the crises was past.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Give two accounts of the institutions of Monarah Israel and briefly comment
on them

2. What were two mistakes of Saul that made hilmetoejected by the people as a
king
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3. Narrate the story of David flight from Saul.
4. What led to the division of the kingdom of Idraethe time of Jeroboam
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisSBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1
Give the two institutions of Monarchy in Israelddoriefly comment on them

. The anti-monarchist tradition (I Sam. 8:1-22;110827).
. The monarchist Tradition (I Sam. 9:1-10,16).

Self-assessment exercise 2

What were two mistakes of Saul that made him toefprted by the people as a king

. He offered sacrifices in the place of the pragginst the instructions of God

. He ate the showbread that was meant for sacrifice

Self-assessment exercise 3

Narrate the story of David flight from Saul.

. After the killing of Goliath by David, the peoptd Israel acknowledged David
more than Saul. This were made manifest in ttugigs where they said that Saul
has killed thousands while David has killed tesusand. This singular act of the
people infuriated Saul and he sort to kill Dawesulting from the above, David
fled the town to where he went hiding from thehsigf Saul.

Self-assessment exercise 4

What led to the division of the kingdom of Isragkihe time of Jeroboam

. King jeroboam took unwise counsel of increadimg tax burden of the people
of Israel from his peers as against the direabivhis wise men and council of
elders.

8.0 Glossary

Phoenicians: Phoenicia was an ancient thalassocratic civiimatriginating in the
Levant region of the eastern Mediterranean, priparcated in modern Lebanon. The
territory of the Phoenician city-states extended stirank throughout their history, and
they possessed several enclaves such as Arwadedirsukas.

Rabbi: A rabbiis a spiritual leader or religious teacinefudaism. One becomes a rabbi
by being ordained by another rabbi, known as skajifollowing a course of study of
Jewish texts such as the Talmud.

Sennacherib's Campaign Sennacherib's campaign in the Levant in 701 BGE w
military campaign undertaken by the Neo-Assyrianpltento bring the region back
under control following a rebellion against Assyriale in 705 BCE
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Unit 4 From the Development of Prophecy to the Perd of Post-exilic
Prophets

CONTENT
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1.0 Introduction

The first two modules of this course have deathn hie introductory aspects of the
history of Israel. You were taught that the histofysrael as the chosen and covenantal
people began with the call of Abraham to the pedbdaptivity. The covenantal idea
was implicit in the promises that God made with thebrew patriarchs, namely,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. In this modoleywll learn about the post-exilic
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period of Israelites history. This period covere ttievelopment of prophecy and
prophets in pre-exilic and post-exilic periods sriaelites history.

2.0 Learning Outcomes
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. Make a historical survey of the period
. Trace the history of prophecy and prophets iadbkr

. Name the great prophets.

. List the types of prophecy in Israel.

. Give the common ground of eight centaury propiretsrael.

3.0 Main Body
3.1 The meaning of Prophecy

Prophecy is the power of being able to foretelifatevents or the art of making things
to come true. A prophet is therefore, essentially who speaks in the name of another,
and the Israelite prophets were those who spetieiname of Yahweh (cf. Jer 1:9; Is.

30:2). They are men of action counsellors, prea;herd champions of the cause of
God.

3.1.1 Historical Survey of the Period

After the fall of the Northern kingdom, a periodgreat political unrest ensued in the
land of Israel. Many kings who reigned were besiegad the people carried away
captives and settled in other parts of the kingdglany Jews who might have resisted
the prevailing trend had become supine and listiesstent only to make what they
could out of the opportunity situations during teeghth century called for the
development of prophecy in Israel. Thus, proplsetsh as Ezekiel, Isaiah, Micah,
Jeremiah, Amos and Hosea taught the doctrine a¥ithehl responsibility, explained
the purpose of punishment and affirmed the possilof finding favor again with God.
As against the notion of solidarity in punishmehngy upheld the principle of individual
retribution and foretold the new covenant.

3.1.2 History of Prophecy in Israel

3.1.2.1 The Seer

A seer was a prophet with the ability to foreseftiture and predict coming events.
For example, Saul was advised by his servant tk theehelp of Samuel (I Sam 9:6).

The gift of foreseeing the future and predictingiaog events was commonly that came

their way. Judges were corrupt and the prophetstballeviate the rigour of it by
legislation
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3.1.2.2 The Ecstatic Prophets

These were groups of prophets, who went aboutdbietcy in companies and who, by
rhythmic movements as in a dance, by music, orlfpdatierations, sought to induce a
state of sentient life, they became. They belianede fitting vehicles of God’s spirit

and proclaimers of His world. Such as ecstatic pedp were not peculiar to Israel and
probably had their origin in Asia Minor. They repeat a level of prophecy which in
due course was super sided in Israel. As a typeriaained prominent in the service
of Baal after they had faded out in the servic&ofl

3.1.2.3 The Solitary Prophets

In the history of Israel, a third type of prophetss found who were neither ecstatic nor
members of a community, but solitary workers whwere valiant for their faith,
were unafraid to criticize the established oideaeligion or on politics. And while
they might be in touch with the guilds of prophetsre never of them

3.1.2 The Great Prophets

These are prophets who did not arise as an in@pégphenomenon without antecedent
of forerunners. The guilds of prophets preparedwag for them, and the solitary
prophets like Nathan, Micaiah, Elijah and Elisharevéheir prototypes. But with the
eighteen century prophets, Amos, Hosea, IsaiahaiMand their successors, formed
this category of great prophets.

3.1.3 The Prophet’s Sense of Vocation

The great prophets were not ecstatic nor membeasyfuild nor had no hereditary
offices, but they were prophets because they badi€vod called them to be prophets.
In a word, they had a sense of vocation (cf Amdg)/:Thus, Amos thought and as he
thought, he became convinced that God enteredhistthoughts and directed them.

3.1.4 The Prophet Message
Some of the messages of the prophets include:

a. Their message was addressed to the contemsatzation.

b. The messages of the prophets contain propmeéigoretation of history and the
future. The prophets in their utterances dealtamy with the contemporary
events, but they looked both before and after.

C. They interpreted the course of past historyrmaade known the shape of coming
events. God, they believed, was working out Higppae on the plane of human
history.

d. More importantly, the prophets in their utter@mspoke also of the future.

e. Sometimes, the prophets not only declared tislgment would come from God

upon the sinful people, but they specified theas@n of the judgment, or its
nature or the agent through whom it would be agustned

3.1.5 False Prophets
The false prophets were of several kinds:
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(). There were these who claimed to have recavwee@ssage from God in adream and
in good faith proclaimed that message.

(2). There were those who claimed to maintain diticm and communicated to their
hearers a theological inheritance. They inducedttee give the pleasing answer, so
that their words were liable to be time, servingl golitic, not God-inspired and

fearless.

3.1.6 Prophetical Writings

These were the books written under the inspiradiothhe prophets. The historical and
cultural backgrounds of the books are adequatetierstood and the sequences of
thought in the verses are extremely difficult tagpy because often there is no sequence
of writing. What is preserved for us in the casenofst great prophets is a collection of
utterances belonging to many occasions, often gedhrin no kind of chronological
order.

3.2 The Prophets in Post-Exilic Judaism

It is essential to mention some of the major praoipHfegures of the ninth centaury BC.
These include Elijah, Amos and Hosea.

3.2.1 Elijah

He appeared during the reign of Ahab (874-853)laadvife Jezebel, daughter of the
king of Tyre, when faithfulness to the true religiovas endangered by the introduction
of the cult of Baal in Samaria. Elijah appearedd&fend the faith of Israel, and
compelled the people to choose Yahweh to the excius Baal. “If the Lord is God,
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him” (I Kgs 121). After his victory over the
prophets of Baal, Elijah was pursued by Jezebel,amnthe only prophet of Yahweh
left, and went on pilgrimage to the sources of Yismy to Horeb the mountain of God

3.2.2 Amos

He appeared around 750 B.C during the reign ofbdenm 1l. Amos, a shepherd from
Tekoa near Bethlehem, went into Samaria to annotimeavord of the Lord. As a
straightforward and honest peasant, Amos vigorowsynounced injustices (the
oppression of the simple people), the corruptiothefjudges, moral decadence and the
formalism of religious practice (Am. 2:6-8; 5:1222-2;6:4ff). He foretold punishment
to come; the day of darkness and not light (Am85:1

3.2.3 Hosea

He appeared shortly after Amos and denounced time sdouses, but he laid greater
stress on worship, religious life and attacked falism. “For | desire steadfast love and
not sacrifice, the knowledge of God, rather bufferongs” (Hos. 6:6). He too foretold
punishment for Israel. “The Lord...will remember thiquity, and punish their sins.
They shall return to Egypt” (Hos. 8:13). But thenmhment will be the saving of the

55



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

chosen people. The suffering they are to go thrasighcall of God’s love to return to
him.

3.2.4 |saiah

He was a man of culture, from an important famflywdah who carried out his ministry
in Jerusalem, from 740 B.C onwards. His messag&asigly marked by belief in the
holiness of Yahweh, “The holy one of Israel”. Hegached justice and devotion-for
without these worship is merely an empty formalisin. called for trust in God alone,
and not in political alliances which endangered ttine religion by making contacts
with false religions. “Do not fear what (this peepfear, nor be in dread. But the Lord
of hosts, him you shall regards as holy

3.2.5 Micah

Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah’s left a far smatlellection of the effect his ministry
produced in Jerusalem (Jer. 26:18-19). From thealudountry side, Micah’s concrete
and direct language is somewhat reminiscent of Arand he is like him, too, in his
love of simple people. the beginning of his bookads of the fall of Samaria, and the
punishment hanging over Judah, but the prophensetme hope, and the rest of the
book speaks of messianic restoration, returningagain to the theme of the “remnant”
and stressing the Davidic origin of the messialc@¥i5:2).

3.3 Pre-Exilic Prophets (Seventh Centaury Prophets)

Among the last of the pre-exilic prophets,edgiah appears, along with Zephaniah,
Nahum and Habakkuk, as the most important.

3.3.1 Jeremiah

He was born around 645 BC, of a priestly familyrity near Jerusalem; Jeremiah was a
man of sensitivity and deep piety. Called by Go®27 B.C, he was throughout his
ministry a model of fidelity inspite of sufferin@hough Jeremiah loved his country
dearly, he had constantly to announce unhappinas#.fPeace loving, he had to
struggle continually with violent enemies. Affectate by nature, he had to live alone
and persecuted. Despite the discouragement thatastty tempted, and into which he
sometimes fell, Jeremiah proclaimed the word of twed. His life was to all
appearances a failure, but he was of major impoetam the religious development of
Israel, during and after the exile

3.3.2 Ezekiel

Ezekiel, son of Buzi, belonged like Jeremiah toghiestly world. He was a priest in
Jerusalem which explains why the theme of the tengpgo important in his works, and
which together with the visio n recorded in Ezelig]-28, gave rise to the sense of the
sacred and of the glory of God, which is so marikelis prophecy. Taken to Babylon
in 598, with the first group of exiles, Ezekiel wealled by God in 593. He began by
foretelling the fall of Jerusalem as a punishmenttie sins of Israel (Ezek 4- 12), but
after the city had been sacked in 587 B.C, Ezd&laeme the prophet of hope. For more
than twenty year, this extraordinary man was thereeof the fiery preaching which

56



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

served the conscience of Israel from a tormenthichvany other national conscience
would have perished

3.3.3 Deutero-Isaiah

The work of religious renewal began by Ezekiel wassued, towards the end of the
exile, by a distant disciple, Isaiah. It was theigek when Cyrus’ victories over the
various people of the East had awakens a greatihdpe exiled Jews. It was also the
time when Deutero-Isaiah announced the end ofiie, @nd foretold the universal and
final arrival of Yahweh. His message is to be foumthe consolation of Israel (Is 40-
55). Those who were in anguish over the lengtthefttial, Deutero-lsaiah gave them
new hope (Is 40:1-2).

3.3.4 Common Grounds of Post-exilic prophets

The pre-exilic prophets were speaking in God’s n&mrte same situation, namely:
(1) The offering of due sacrifice with appreciateal will not ensure God’s favour or
appease His anger

(2) Injustice and oppression must cease not sirhpbause they are anti-social, but
because they are sin against God’s creatures aagasost God.

(3) Selfish indulgence and luxurious living

(4) God is God of righteousness and justice.

3.3.5 Significance of Prophecy in Religious life dhe Israelites

The whole of Old Testament bears witness to th@majportance of prophecy in the
religious life of Israel. One section of the Bildensists solely of the writing of the
prophets, and there are also historical books teebunt the activities of various
prophets. And in the Pentateuch, Numbers procld#nses, to whom God speaks
“Mouth to mouth”, or as we should say, face to faasbeing greater than the prophets
to whom God only revealed himself in visions or ams (Num.12:6-8), and
Deuterolonomy recognizes in him as the greatesh®fprophets (Deut. 34:10). God
spoke to his people through those he sent, andwhes prophecy stopped, it seemed
to them that God was punishing them by silence KEZR6).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Give two reasons why prophecy is a major elemetttarreligious life of the Israelites.

Activity 1
Explain the role of the prophets in the unity of the ancient kingdom of Israel.
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4.0 Summary

Prophecy in Israel as indicated in this unit wasamieto correct social injustices,
idolatrous worship and forgetfulness of Yahweh Il tsociety. In both the Old
Testament and New Testament, prophets were ragsbgt God to exhort the people on
failures to keep the covenant that made some fdreleansing suffering necessary.
Thus, Christ, the mediator of the New Covenantught the law and the prophet to
fulfillment; though he was not merely a prophet\wees God himself speaking to men
the word, the incarnate logos of God.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
Give two reasons why prophecy is a major elemetttarreligious life of the Israelites.
6.0 References/Further Readings
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Give two reasons why prophecy is a major elemetttarreligious life of the Israelites.

. Israel has from the beginning of their existewoatrolled and instructed by
prophets who tell them the mind of God
. Israel believes in a god that has always deltvefeem from any problem

according what has been written concerning them.
8.0 Glossary
Incarnation: Incarnation literally means embodied in fleshakinig on flesh. It refers
to the conception and the embodiment of a deitypint in some earthly form. Or the

appearance of a god as a human. If capitalizesithie union of divinity with humanity
in Jesus Christ.
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Idolatrous Worship: The worship of someone or something other than &oithough
it were God. The first of the biblical Ten Commareits prohibits idolatry: “You shall
have no other gods before me.
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MODULE 3 THE RELIGIONS OF ISRAEL
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExerciB8E<)
8.0Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In the previous unit, you learned about the develept of prophecy and prophets in
pre-exilic and pro- exilic periods of Israelitestoiry. You were presented with meaning
of prophecy, historical survey of the period, conmmgyounds of pre-exilic and post-

exilic prophets as well as the significance oighecy in the religious life of the

Israelites. In this unit, you will learn the hisjaof Israelites from the time of exile to

the period of reconstitution of the Jewish statdd@ BC. This period for the Jews was
not only full of humiliation and sorrows, but ofdiaal changes in every area of their
lives.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should to able to:

. Narrate the process of restoration of th@n& glory carried out by King Cyrus.

. Assess the contributions of prophet ZachariabnraEand Nehemiah in the
building of Hebrew nation and in bringing backtbé remnants from exile to
Jerusalem.

. Compare the forces that motivated the steigMaccabees and the rule of the
Hasmoneans.

. Discuss the Jewish sects such as the PhsriSadducees Essenes, and the
Zealots.

60



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

3.0 Main Body
3.1 The Period of Exile

The long, hard years of humiliation and sorrowsxile had some beneficial results in
the life of the Jews people. Some of the benefitkide:

(1) They were thoroughly cured of adulatory

(2) The synagogue came into existence insteddeo$maller houses which served
as centres of worship (3) They did a great detidéncollecting of their literature
during the time

4) Religion for them became distinctly more dp@i and personal.

(5) The Law of Moses took on a new significanaetfem.

These benefits became more meaningfully duringeign of King Cyrus who played
a big role in the life of the Jews. He reversedainer policies by making it possible
for all peoples who had been brought in by forcd amo wanted to return to their
homes to do so.

3.2 King Cyrus Edict

This is the policy of leniency, which allowed natlpthe Jews the privilege of returning
home but which gave them protection and assistaneeell as freedom of worship. The
generous nature of the proclamation is given irmHz2-4 thus: Thus said Cyrus, king
of Persia, all the kingdoms of the earth have Jahpthe God of heaven, given me; and
he was charged me to build Him a house in Jerusaldmch is in Judah. Whoever is
among you of all His people, his God be with himg det him go up to Jerusalem,
which is in Judah, and build the house of Jehottah God of Israel (He is the God),
which is in Jerusalem. And whoever is left, in agce where he sojourns, let the men
of his place help him with silver and with gold ganith goods, and with boasts, besides
the free-will offering for the house of God whichin Jerusalem.

3.3 The Return of Judah to Jerusalem

Many Jews who were in Babylonia at the time werrkiia rebuild the wastes of Judah.
Most of them were satisfied with their new homeessally since Cyrus manifested a
lenient attitude toward them as citizens. They bexavell established and had formed
strong friendships in Babylonia culture. There wabeut sixty thousand Jews to return
to Israel. The first group was led by Zerubbabdlilevthe other group went back under
Ezra and Nehemiah.

3.4.1 The Inter-Biblical Period
The period between the close of the Old Testamedttlae beginning of the New is

known as the inter- testamental period. The pasalivided into four stages. These are:
(1) Persia 538 B.C (400)-332 B.C
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(2) Greek 332-167 B.C
(3) Hebrew Independence, 167- 63 B.C
(4) Rome, 63 B.C. 70 A.D.

There are fourteen books of Jewish writings whielobg to inter- Biblical period and
are known as the Apocryphal (“Secret” or “hiddenThese writings, historical and
religious in nature, are not included as part af©anon of the Bible, though there has
been frequent debate and difference of opinionthematter. Even though they are not
included in the list of inspired books, they haveaj value in the understanding of
Jewish history and life of this period. They are:

1. | Esdras Il Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Esther (adds).

2. The wisdom of Solomon (The Book of Wisdom), Hes@sticus, Baruch, The
Song of the Three Holy children (The Song of Spng)

3. The History of Susana, The History of the Degion of Bel and Dragon

4. The prayer of Manasseh, | Maccabees and Ichlaees.

These colourful character and religious books (@®uCanonical, apocryphal and
Institutions help one to understand the New Testdmater-Biblical period was a
difficult and ye a crucially important one in thistory of the Jewish people and it covers
the time between the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B@ te futile revolt against Rome in
A.D. 135. This history between the Testamentsugldd into four stages.

3.4.2 The Persian Empire

In 539 BC, the Babylonian Empire fell to Persia @nking Cyrus who appeared in the
history of the Jews as a Messianic figure. In 588-B.C.E, the Persian Empire ruled
over much of western Asia, including Israel. Likeshimperial powers during the Iron

Age, King Cyrus is reputed to the brain behindRieesian kingdom. Cyrus first appears
in history when in 559 B.C. at the age of forty, ihkerited the small kingdoms of

Anshan. When Cyrus became the Lord of Babylon, depi@d a benevolent policy

towards those former Babylonian provinces.

3.4.3 Restoration of the Temple

The exiles did not return in one great caravarkbpt coming back after 538 in separate
groups and various tribes. Sabasra (Shesbazzagraply a son of Joachim, the king
of Judah who had been deported in 598 led thegimip. Their hopes of rebuilding the
Temple were soon frustrated by the necessity ovigmg food and lodging for
themselves in depopulated and desolate land artieébgpposition of the Samarians
who considered Jerusalem under their control. Trsedroup of resettle succeeded in
only leveling the Temple area and arranging thendiaions of the Temple. Another
Davidic prince, Zorobabel (Zerubabe), succeed&dhere his uncle had
failed.Encouraged by the Prophetic utterances panhaps by the loosening of Persia
control over Palestine, while the king of PersiayiDs |, was securing his throne, the
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Judeans under the leadership of Zerubabel andighephiest, Josue (Joshua), son of
Josedel began again in 520 B.C.E to rebuild theplem

3.4.4 The Reform of Ezra

It is reported that in 458 B.C. Ezra, a secretargharge of Jewish affairs in the Persian
court, came, armed with a royal decree, to reompanihe Judean community in
accordance with the law of Israel’'s God in whichwees an expert. He read part of the
Law of Moses to the assembled people which theg@ted by celebrating the rites of
the feast of Booths (Tabernacles). The law thusimecthe official constitution for the
hieratic society. The out come of Ezra’s severetsties on marriages with non- Jews
is unknown, for his report ends abruptly. Thesecitres certainly caused a great
commotion among the faithful and in all probabiliyere not very effective as
evidenced by Nehemiah grappling with the same prablEzra’s commission was
temporary, and he probably returned to his dutidBabylon when it expired.

3.4.5 The Reform of Nehemiah

Ezra’s religious reform gave birth to a nationasurgence that had as its prime
objectives the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s fortifi@ells. Nehemiah, a high official in the
Persian couth heard of these events and won frammeAmres a commission to repair
Jerusalem’s battlement. Soon after he arrived misdé¢em, he received a further
commission as temporary governor of the JudearaeacHe stood firm against the
threats and connivances of the Samaritans anddihe&an collaborators and completed
the basic fortifications within a few months. Hemhproceeded to populate the city, and
regulate its social institutions. He returned te Brersian court in 4333 but was again
present in Judean some years later, when he wesdfdo reconfirm his reform by
having the community solemnly accept the obligatiohGod’s law. After Nehemiah'’s
time until the Greek conquest in 333, hardly amghs known of the Judean ethnarchy.
Thanks to the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah, Judéddbcome a land ruled by its own
sacred law and thus enjoyed a certain autonomyeard the power to coin its own
money.

3.4.6 The Greek Empire

The Greek empire which began to emerge as a nsggral centuries before Alexander
the Great occupied the South-east fringe of EusspkAegean isles-the territory now
called Greece. The Greeks developed the most e#danguage the world has known.
They also made a contribution unequalled by angrgtlieople in philosophy, literature,
sculpture, architecture and other liberal arts.yrgave to the world such men as
Thucydides, Aristophanes, Xenoplon, SocrratespPhaiistotle, Diogenes, Alexander,
Denosthenes and many others. In the 4th centuoré&hrist, their culture was to be
taken by zealous apostles far east into the Oiteif. Before the victory of Alexander
the Great at Issus in 333 B.C. Greek influencesdiaghdy spread into Palestine, but
soon after that the whole of the near east begaak® on the Hellenistic appearance.
His father Philip who was the king of Macedoniagaf the chief states of Greece had
two great ambitions: first, to see Greece attgihaae of leadership in the world, and
second, to prepare his son, Alexander to realigedittam. He was able to give to his

63



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

people a conception of their possibilities as aonmaand he inspired in Alexander an
ambition to rule the world.

3.4.7 The Maccabean Period

The history of the Maccabees recorded in the bddWaccabees recounts the direct
threat to the existence of the Jews since thele ani Babylonia. He endeavored to

conquer Egypt itself from the Ptolemies but wasuaesssful. Seleucus IV came to the
throne in 187 B.C and ruled until 176 BC. The hgedrs for the Jews came with

Antiochus Epiphanes IV who succeeded his fatheroghus the Great. He is given by

history to have ruled the Selachian kingdom establil by Seleucus 1 between 175-
163 B.C. He attempted to complete Helleniszatibthe Jews by strengthening his

hold on Palestine, destroying the core of Jewrstyuand dedication to Yahweh'’s law,

through the process of Hellenization.e also attdckelaism by forbidding the practice

of fundamental Jewish customs, such as their diatsg and circumcision, and by

forcing them to idolatry.

3.4.7.1 Antiochus IV Epiphane’s

Antiochus IV is given by history to have ruled tBelachian kingdom established by
Seleucus 1 between 175-163 B.C. He succeeded thisr fAntiochus the Great and
belonged to the Antiochian dynasty. Surnamed Epipha(God made manifest),
Antiochus IV was taken hostage after the battléMafnesia in 190 BC and held in
Rome for 15 years. Within this period, his fath@ntiochus the Great died. A

succession dispute arose as Heliodorus, the chirggter to Antiochus Ill murdered

Demetrius the rightful heir to the throne withinstiperiod, Antiochus IV was released
and, supported by Rome; he eliminated Helidorussaizkd the throne. Antiochus IV
was a very vigorous man and pursued war expeditibasis father even if he was not
as successful. For example, his advancement ont Bgag frustrated by the Romans.
Having been frustrated at all angles, he couldoodivert all his ambition to Jerusalem.
After unsuccessful expeditions to Egypt he rallldd army under Appolonius and
attacked the Jews on a Sabbath Day. As could becteghhe met with little opposition

and cruelly murdered the male Jews, enslaved thmemoand children and built a
garrison in the city.

3.4.7.2 Mattathias

Mattathias was a priest of Modein and father ofa3ulllaccabeus during the reign of
Antiochus IV and the era of Hellenism, in which #maissaries of Antiochus erected a
pagan altar at Modein. And in order to show theyalty to the government, the Jews
were compelled to offer sacrifices at the pagaar althich was contrary to the Jewish
laws. The aged priest of the village, Mattthias wasked to come forward first to set a
good example for the others. Mattathias refuseshtwifice at the pagan altar. A Jew,
who was afraid of the wrath of Antiochus, madeway to the altar to offer the sacrifice.
Mattathias, who was enraged, approached ttes, sslew the apostate Jew and
the emissary of Antiochus. With his sons, Maitldestroyed the heathen altar and
fled to the hills to avoid the certain reprisalsiethmight be expected from Antiochus.
Others joined the family of Mattathias.
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3.4.7.3 Judas Maccabeus

Judas avoided open attacks but he got seriestofyiboy his use of surprise attacks. He
defeated the Syrian army three times, first undesllanius who died at the same battle.
At Beth-horon he defeated a second army under an@srder named Seron, and a third
time at Emmaus under Nicanor and Georgias. WHilkbh@se were going on, Antiochus
IV was on a campaign against the Parthians andakysho was left behind wanted to
put a stop to the Jewish conflict. He was howegtefeated so woefully that he had to
inaugurate a revision of the Seleucid policiesetah letter came from Antiochus IV
and the Romans to the Jews (Il Macc. 11:27-33; 84-B his letter, Antiochus
specifically allowed the Jews “permission to emjoyvn food and laws” and at the same
time extended amnesty to all rebels who returneithéad home town within fourteen

days.

3.4.7.4 Jonathan

After the death of Judas, Jonathan reassembledrgadized an armed resistance. First,
he attacked an Arabian tribe in Transjordan whittled his brother John. Bacchides

only saved his life by fleeing when he attackedalloan. It is said that Jonathan took
the position of High Priest He died. But in somerses, it is said that Jonathan died
before Alcimus. Jonathan is said to have expehedallowers of the Quran “teachers

of righteousness “from office. He had thus becom@ewerful that he was not only

able to survive without trouble as a result of araie of administration in Syria but also
was successful in obtaining further concessiottisarstruggle for power. He succeeded
in luring Jonathan to acontias, and had him impiesb(1 Macc 12:39-49). It was there
that he had Jonathan killed, when he could nottlyetthrone that Simon and been
elected to head.

3.4.7.5 Simon

After Jonathan’s murder, Simon established comeéitt Demetrius 1l who, more than

ever, was dependent upon the support of the Maeoabdn recognition of Judas
sovereignty, Demetrius marked the new change gnalent with an amnesty decree,
of a grand permanent exemption from taxation. Faat treason the author of 1
Maccabees noted that in 142 B.C. the yoke of th&iBeppressors was removed from
Israel (Macc. 13:41) and marked the decisive btedke Maccabean rebel.

3.4.8 Roman Occupation

The Roman Empire occupies an important place inhiseéory of the world. For
centuries, it dominated the civilized world in whidesus lived and did his work. The
Jews were subjects of Rome, and like all their m@ogirs, were governed by Roman
officials. They represented this domination chafeader its restrictions and so
frequently rebelled against it, but to no availeirtrebellion against Roman authority
brought their national destruction, especially whi@ns burnt Jerusalem and scattered
them abroad in 70 A.D.The Jewish sects of the Bbesi the Sadducees, the Essenes,
and the Qumran community originated in this trodblacccabean period and
continued their biter rivalry during the 1st cewtB.C. It was a land divided and
ravaged by civil war between the two claimantshe toyal high- priesthood of the
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Hassmonean dynasty. Antiochus and Hyrcanus, swgapdsy the Sadducees and
Pharisees defeated the Roman General, Pompey vehraaithed on Jerusalem in 63.

3.4.9 The Modern State of Israel

The independent Republic of Israel was establistredMay 14th, 1948 in a part of

ancient Palestine. The state of Israel occupiegeBathe Plain of Esdraelon, the Mount
Carmel range, the coastal plain and the Shephgtahfoothills of ancient Judah) from

Carmel south to the Gaza Strip, including a cortdalerusalem, and finally the Negeb
reaching to a point at the northern end of the GLikqada. It is therefore, an irregular,

generally narrow strip about 265 miles in lengtthvdisproportionately long borders,

590 miles on land and 158 on water. Its total afeés992.6 square miles is somewhat
smaller than that of Massachusetts. It is borderethe north by Lebanon and Syria,
on the east by Syria and Jordan, and on the squtiebGaza little of the strip and Sinai
Desert, both held by Egypt. Modern Israel inclubeslittle of the heartland of ancient

Israel-the highlands of Samaria and Judea. Thedadities in Israel are Tel Aviv, Haifa

and Jerusalem.

3.4.10 The Government of Israel

The State of Israel is a republic headed by a geesiwho is elected for a five year. The
Knesset is a one-chamber parliament of 120 memidevsare elected for a 4-year term
by secret ballot and the universal direct suffragjectors choose between national lists
of candidates; seat being allocated in proportiaihé number of votes obtained by each
list. The government consists of the prime ministed a number of ministers who may,
or may not be members of the Knesset. Becauseeadréiat diversity of views on the
nature of the state, no constitution has been adog certain number of basic laws
deal with most of the topics usually set forth e tonstitution. The most important
laws passed by the Knesset are the following: d@aedf return, (1950) providing that
every Jew shall be entitled to come to Israel asranmigrant; the Equality Rights-for-
women Law (1951): the Nationality Law (1952); then@pulsory-and free-Education
Law (1949); and the National Insurance Law (1953).

3.4.11 The Emergence of Jewish Sects

This is traceable to the inter-Testamental peespecially between the years 200 B.C-
200 A.D. The political and religious tumult wastsaumatic for the Jews that the unity
of their religious visio n disintegrated irrevelgib The cause of these religious
squabbles was the influence of Hellenism on tkeediifd culture of the Jews in Palestine.
Many Jews were willing to “acculturate” Hellenismtlmthers stood vehemently against
it. Those who resisted Hellenism in it's entirelythe beginning were known as the
“Hasidim” or Hasidian The unity within the Hasidimowever, did not last as some of
their members advocated for some compromise ist¢bae of “giving to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar”, while others saw nothing wriongombining both their religious
role with a political office.

3.4.11.1 The Sadducees

Traditionally, the name “Sadducees” has been lirtkeithe name of Zadok, a priest of
the time of David and Solomon. In spite of therafiés to explain the origin of
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the word nothing is actually known about its megrom the origin of the group.
There is no reference to a group called the Sadduaatil the reign of John
Hyrcanus (134-104 BC).

Some of the characteristics of the Sadducees iaclud

a. They appear as loyal supporters of the Hasnmokiegs, unlike the Pharisees
who refused to support John Hyrcanus
b. They restricted association to the priestly anstocratic families. They denied

the reward and punishment for the Soul in the l#erhich implied that belief
in the existence of immorality of the soul and resction of the body ruled out
and rejected divine intervention in human affairs.

C. They believed that man is absolutely responsibtehis actions. While the
Sadducees had great political powers during thgnref John Hyrcanus, they
lost many of their important positions during thegn of Queen Salome of
Alexandra (76-67 BC) who favoured the Pharisees

d. The Sadducees played an important part in thestarand trial of Jesus.
Undoubtedly, they saw the message of Jesus asat thrtheir own power. They
probably saw the incident commonly called the “nkgag of the Temple”

3.4.11.2 The Pharisees
Some of the characteristics of the pharisees imclud

a. They were however, the most powerful sect intilme of Jesus. We need to
remember that the criticism of the Pharisees hadsadducees which we find in
the New Testament was often as a result of a g¢icgd desire to show that
Christianity was better than both groups. B. Thaw the alien domination
of the Holy Land ‘Pharisee’ is thought to have eofrom the Hebrew word
“perush” which means “separatists” or the sepavags

C. Some scholars interpret the name “Pharisee”damipeople who expound or
explain’, because the main work of the Pharisege wwaexpound or explain the
Jewish Law.

d. Pharisees believed in the resurrection of treldgood and evil spirits, and

rewards and punishments, and these beliefs wiuemnted by Persian ideas
3.4.11.3 The Samaritans

The Samaritans were those who settled in thedeyrgenerally referred to as Samaria.
Initially, Samaria was the capital city of the rwin kingdom of Israel. With the

dispersion during the exilic period, Herod the Greaamed this capital city Sabaste in
27 B.C. that is, the Greek equivalent of Augusthae Term Samaria then came to
designate the entire territory beyond the JordarefRcomprising various cities, some
of which Christ visited during his public minist(yn 4:4). Common presumptions,
usually influenced by Jewish prejudice and polemteke the Samaritans to be a
generation of half caste people, the accidentateguence of the cultural intercourse
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between the Jews left behind during the deportataord the foreign peoples that came
to settle in Israel. Some scholars, however, ptefsee them as the other Jewish tribes
who seceded from the Davidic dynasty after the ldedit Solomon, and later got
colonized by the Assyrians during the mass conquest

3.4.11.4 The Zealots

The party of the Zealots being one of the most fdamle Jewish sects was founded by
Judas the Galilean who led a revolt against the &omiomination in 6 A.D. A
suggestion that Israel should pay tribute to pageerlords was intolerable to the
Zealots. Consequently, they considered it a siactimowledge loyalty to Caesar, for
God alone was to be reckoned as king of Israely Wexe called zealots because they
followed the example of Mattathias and his follogvaiho manifested Zeal for the law
of God when Antiochus IV tried to suppress the 3éweligion. n They were more or
less fanatical Nationalists who did not only beliem prayer but in physical combat.
The Romans called them “Sicarii” meaning “assasdine name which comes from
their practice of assassinating their politicalrares in crowed streets.

3.4.11.5 The Essenes

The Esssenes were one of the leading Jewish sHwuty. flourished in the second
century BC and rank after the Pharisees and thdusaés. Concerning their origin,
history, and tenets, there has been much inclesim&oversy. The sect arose about 150
B.C (the first named Essene is Judas, 100 BC) aappeared towards the end of the
first century A.D. They worshiped one God, Creatnd Ruler of all things. They had
great reverence for Moses, and they kept to thet sibservance of the Sabbath to the
later. They were also fanatical adherents to tiveolacircumcision. This sect came out
of the syncretic tendencies that were manifestettidy neighbours, that is, the mixture
of the syncretic elements in their tenets and ensto

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Explain briefly how the government of the modereiof Israel is run.

Activity 1
Search and copy out the Assess the process of hellenization enforced on the Jews by
Antiochus 11.

4.0 Summary

In this unit, we saw that the reconstruction of theaelites nations started by King
Cyrus. The long years of Jewish humiliation by aadrows in exile were brought to an
end by Cyrus who had concern for the welfare ofshigjects, and reversed all former
policies and by enacting an edict which gave theppeeprotection, assistance and
freedom of worship. Many Jews returned from exitle Babylon to take part in
reconstruction process of the nation. This paveg fea inter-biblical period, and
formation of modern state of Israel.

68



CTH210 HISTORY AND RELIGION OF ISRAEL

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
Explain briefly how the government of the modereiof Israel is run.
6.0 References/Further Readings
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1
Explain briefly how the government of the modereiof Israel is run.

. The independent Republic of Israel was estabdisheMay 14th, 1948 in a part
of ancient Palestine. The state of Israel occuB@dee, the Plain of Esdraelon,
the Mount Carmel range, the coastal plain andSihephelah, (the foothills of
ancient Judah) from Carmel south to the Gaza ,Simiduding a corridor to
Jerusalem, and finally the Negeb reaching to atpati the northern end of the
Gulf of Agada. It is therefore, an irregular, geally narrow strip about 265 miles
in length with disproportionately long borders,05@iles on land and 158 on
water. Its total area of 7,992.6 square milesoimewvhat smaller than that of
Massachusetts. It is bordered on the north by heband Syria, on the east by
Syria and Jordan, and on the south by the Gdleaditthe strip and Sinai Desert,
both held by Egypt.
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8.0 Glossary

Hellenism: The acculturation of the people of Israel by aleitures
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MODULE 3
UNIT 1 JEWISH RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Learning Outcomes

3.0 Main Body

3.1 The Jewish Religious Denomination

3.1.1 The Jewish major Forms of Israelites Religion
3.1.2 Judaism

3.1.2.1 The Secular-Traditional Spectrum

3.1.2.2 The Orthodox Spectrum

3.1.3.3 The Secular Religious Status Quo

3.1.3.4 The Chief Rabine

3.1.3.5 Buddism

3.1.3.6 Samaritans

3.1.3.7 Hinduism

3.1.3.8 Bahai

3.1.3 Sanctity of Jerusalem, Mount Gerizin and &aitre
3.1.3.1 Religious Tension within the Jewish Comryuni
3.1.3.2 Religious Tension between Jews and Christia
4.0 Summary

5.0 Tutor-marked Assignments

6.0 References/Further Readings

7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExerciB8E<)
8.0 Glossary

1.0 Introduction

In unit five of module 2, you learnt about the brst of Israel time of exile to
reconstituted state of Israel. You were told thevs) experienced many years of
humiliation and hardship under Persian and Pakedtings, until the reign of King
Cyrus whose policy of leniency allowed them freedimnreturn to Jerusalem. In this
module, you will learn about the religion of Israsla central feature of the country that
plays a major role in shaping the culture and tylesof the people. Religion played a
central role in Israel’s history not only as a ctwynn the world where a majority of
citizens are Jewish but also as a result of itufadjon.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Discuss all forms of Judaism

» Explain the origin of Islam in the Jewishioat

* Give the historical development of Christignn Israel.
» Discuss other religious minorities in Israel.
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3.0 Main Body

3.1 The Jewish Religious Denominations

The origin of Israelite religion is ascribes to ramstradition which makes frequent
references to the Exodus traditions (Am 2 9-11)iel®@od made a covenant with the
people of Israel. The external forms of Israelitership bear different form from the
native Canaanites which they have they have beanipally drawn. Animal sacrifice
was normative (Is 1:11; Am 5:4); there was also dffering of incense and cereal
sacrifices (Is 1:13, Am 5:22). Festivals were kaptncient shrines like Galgal and
Bethel (Am 5:4-5) on the occasion of Sabbathstféags and new moons (Is 1: 13-14,
Am 8:4-5, Am 4-5). Tithes were paid for the suppmirthe sanctuaries (Am 5.4), and
sacred banquets were eaten there (Am 2:8). Propiwéhyits living word of God
provided a religious direction for monarchic Isrdedt is unparallel in any other ancient
people maintained the covenant ideal imperturbablyhe face of institutions that
should otherwise have brought its eventual extmctiProphecy was always harsh in its
criticism of the monarchy, but it did not seek bmhsh it. In general, prophetic religion
was indifferent to human institutions. The religioh Israel that began in historical
events was also strongly affected by them in ilsequent developments. These forms
of religious organizations are broadly group undejor and minorities forms of
Israelites religion.

3.1.1 The Major Forms of Israelites Religion

3.1.2 Judaism

Most citizens in the state of Israel are Jewisld, most Israelite Jews practice Judaism
in some form. In the last two centuries the largestish community in the world, in
the United States, has divided into a number ofiske@ominations. The largest and
most influential of these dominations are Orthodoxiaism, Reform Judaism, and
Conservative Judaism. All of the above denominatexist, to vary degree, in the State
of Israel. Nevertheless, Israelites tend to clgsddwish identity in ways that are
strikingly different from American Jewry.

3.1.2.1 The Secular Traditional Spectrum

The secular traditional spectrum of Judaism coaevgle range of ideologies and levels
of observance, and is based on a self definiti@npmenon rather than an organized
movement. However, the Shomer Masoret generallygnegs them as partly observant.
Many Jewish Israelites feel that being Israelitgr(f among Jews, speaking Hebrews,
in the land of Israel), is in itself a sufficientpeession of Judaism without any religious
observances. This conforms to some classical segidaist ideologies of Israelite-
style civil religion. In 2007, a poll by the Isrégel Democracy Institute found that 27%
of Israelite Jews say that they keep the Sabbdtile\83% said they do not keep it at
all

3.1.2.3 The Orthodox Spectrum

The Orthodox spectrum deals with “Techillim negetinT (“Psalms (reacting) to
counter Missiles”). This was a slogan initially wed during the First Gulf War, 1991,
and turned into a popular slogan- sticker everesirspecially among the Israelite
Religious Zionism (“National Religious”) communignd the Haredi Judaism sector.
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The spectrum covered by “Orthodox” in the Diaspexssts in Israel, again with some
important variations. The Orthodox spectrum indsracludes a far greater percentage
of the Jewish population than in the Diaspora, ¢fiiolwow much greater in hotly debated

3.1.2.3 The Secular Religious Status quo

Secular religious status quo, agreed upon by D&ad-Gurion with the religious
parties at the time of the declaration of indepacdein 1948 is an agreement on the
religious Jewish role in government and judiciadteyn of Israel. The agreement was
based upon a letter that was sent by Ben-Gurigkgtalat Israel dated 19 June 1947.
Under this agreement, this still operates in mespects today:

. The Chief Rabbinate has authority over kash®habbat, Jewish burial and
personal status issues, such as marriage, divamdegonversions.

. Streets in Haredi neighbourhoods are closadaffic on the Sabbath.

. There is no public transport on that day, andst businesses are closed.
However, there is public transport in Haifa, sindaifa had a large Arab
population at the time of the British Mandate.

. Restaurants who wish to advertise themsedgekosher must certified by the
Chief Rabbinate.
. Importation of non-kosher foods is prohidit®espite prohibited, there are a

few local pork farms in kibbutzim, catering for @slishment selling white meat,
due to its relatively popular demand among specfapulation sectors,

particularly the Russian immigrant of the 1990ss& the status quo, the
Supreme Court ruled in 2004 that local governmangsnot allowed to ban the
sale of pork, although this had previously beeoraraon by-law.

3.1.2.4 The Chief-Rabbine

The chief-Rabbinate was established during theisBriMiandate of Palestine by the
British administration established asan officialaduAshkenazi-Sephardi “Chief
Rabbinate” (rabbanut harashit) that was exclusigighodox, as part of an effort to
consolidate and organize Jewish life based on ws onodel in Britain, which
encouraged strict loyalty to the British crown, andrder to attempt to influence the
religious life of the Jews in Palestine in a simi&shion. In 1921, Rabbi Abraham Isaac
Kook (1864-1935) was chosen as the first AshkeGamrf Rabbi and Rabbi Jacob Meir
as the first Sephardi Chief Rabbi (Rishon LeTzidggbbi Kook was a leading light of
the religious Zionist movement, and was acknowledigg all as a great rabbi of his
generation. He believed that the work of seculavsJe®oward creating an eventual
Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael was part of a diyten for the settlement of the land of
Israel.

3.1.2.5 Buddhism

The Buddist Community in Israel practice Tibetamdigm. The small community of
Buddists in Israel is made up of scholars fromsahools of Buddism. Presently,
Buddhism has large population of followers, espbcim countries like Thailand,
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China, Mongolia and Sri-Lanka. Some of these siatésnerica have Buddist temples
which attest to the emergence of Buddhism in thegdrStates.

3.1.2.8 Bahai

The small Bahai Community in Israel was made ufEofopean migrants who had
unified themselves in an organization initially kno as the vaad Ha'ir, which is not
live or preach in Israel. Thus, the Bahai membemnfother countries wishing to visit
Israel had to seek written permission from Baharldveentre in Haifa prior to their
visit.

3.1.2.6 Samaritans

Israel is home to significant populations of Sataas and Karaites in the world. As of
November 1, 2007, there were 712 Samaritans. Timenzmity lives almost exclusively

in Kiryat Luza on Mount Gerizim and in Holon. Antesly they claim descent from a
group of Israelite inhabitants from the tribes a$dph and Levi.

3.1.2.7 Hinduism

The small Hindus community in Israel is mostly mage of representatives of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousnes2062, most of the devotees lived in
Katzir-Harish. Today, the Hindu community is fouimd many parts of Israel and
surrounding countries like India, Nepal and Bali time Indonesian archipelago.
Substantial Hindu communities are also found in_L8nka, Bangladesh, Mauritius, Fiji,
the Caribbean, East Africa, and South Africa. Seitt Hindu is found in most parts of
the western world.

Self-assessment exercise 1
List three major religions of the Israelites.

Activity 1
Explain in detains the Secular religious status
guo, agreed upon by David Ben-Gurion

3.1.2.5 Sanctity of Jerusalem, Mount Gerizim, and Hifa/Acre

Jerusalem plays an important role in three monsticereligions, namely-Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam-and Haifa and Acre playaderin a fourth, Bahai. Mount
Gerizim is a holy site to what can be considergfheSamaritanism. The 2000 Statistic
Yearbook of Jerusalem lists 1204 synagogues, 16&bkhbs, and 75 mosques within
the city. Despite efforts to maintain peacefulgelus coexistence, some sites, such as
the Temple Mount, have been a continuous sourcdrictfon and controversy.
Jerusalem has been sacred to the Jews since theetitiry BC. The Western Wall a
remnant of the Second Temple, is a holy site fasJsecond only to the Temple Mount
itself. Christianity reveres Jerusalem not onlyifsrrole in the Old Testament but also
for its significance in the life of Jesus. The lanuirently occupied by the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre is considered one of the top candgifor Golgotha and thus has been
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a Christian pilgrimage site for the past two thausgears. In 1889, the Ottoman Empire
allowed the Catholic Church to re-establish itsdmiehy in Palestine.

3.1.3.1 Religious tensions within the Jewish commiip

The State of Israel allows freedom of religious camities, both in law and in practice.
Freedom House reports: “Freedom of religion is eetgd. Each community has
jurisdiction over its own members in matters of nage, burial and divorce. “Religious
tensions exist between Jewish haredi IsraeliteetHdsraelite males devote their young
adulthood to full time Talmudic studies and therefgenerally get exemptions from
military service in the Israel Defense Forces (IDByiginally the exemption from
uniform conscription was intended to apply to aaBmmumber of elite religious
students. Many leaders of haredi yeshivas encowstagkent to apply for exemptions
from service, ostensibly to protect them the seaifey environment of the IDF. Over
the years, the number of exemptions has grown ttath0% of conscript able
manpower.

3.1.3.2 Religious Tensions between Jews and Chrests

Messianic Jews who are members of Messianic coagjoeg, and separately Jehovah’s
Witnesses and evangelical Christians, are amongntist active missionary movements
in Israel. Their proselytizing has faced frequemimdnstrations and intermittent
protests, most prominently by the haredi anti- mrsagry group Yad LeAchim, which
infiltrates those movements, as well as other pytzmg groups including Hare
Krishna and Scientology, and maintains extensigends on their activities. Attempt
by Messianic Jews to evangelize other Jews are bgemany religious Jews as
incitement to “avodah zarah” (foreign worship oolatry). Over the years there have
been several arson attempts and firebombing ofiam@sscongregations. There have
also been attacks on Messianic Jews and hundrédsvaTestaments distributed in Or
Yehuda were burned. While missionary activity igdk it is illegal to offer money or
other material inducements, and legislation banmiggionary work outright has been
attempted in the past. Orthodox Jewish communitiésrael have come under scrutiny
for the negative stereotyping and scapegoatinglofs@an minorities in the region,
including violent acts against Christian missioaarand communities.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Give three reasons for the tension between Chiistad Judaist in Israel.

Activity 2
Search and copy out the contemporary
significance of Jerusalem to Christians today?
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4.0 Summary

Religion in Israel is a central feature of the oativhich play a major role in mouldings
the culture lifestyle as well as the history of theelites. The people of Israel define
their religious affiliation by degree of their mglbus practice. Israel was founded to
provide a national home, safe from persecutiomedewish people. Most citizens in
the state of Israel are Jewish, and most Israddives practice Judaism in some form.
The largest and most influential of these denononatare Orthodox Judaism, Reform
Judaism, and Conservative Judaism. Many Jewisklitgs feel that being Israel is in

itself a sufficient expression of Judaism withouty areligious observances. This
conforms to some classical secular Zionist ide@s@if Israelites-style of civil religion

5.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. List three major religions of the Israelites.
2. Give three reasons for the tension between tEnsand Judaist in Israel.
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1

List three major religions of the Israelites.

. Bahia
. Buddhism
. Hinduism

Self-assessment exercise 2

Give three reasons for the tension between Chiistad Judaist in Israel.

. Judaist do not believe in Jesus Christ
. Differences in doctrine

. Differences in liturgy

8.0 Glossary

Judaism: It is an Abrahamic religion tracing its origin tbe Hebrew people of the
ancient middle east, as documented in their ralgoritings, the Tanakh.
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1.0 Introduction

In this unit, specific focus will be brought to bemn the religious Institutions in Israel,
which play significant roles in the three Jewishnmibeistic religions, namely: Judaism,
Islam and Christianity. These religious institusoimclude: the Torah, Temple and
Priesthood.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Explain the significance of Torah in the gadins of Israelite.

»  Give a historical survey of the institutiohpriesthood in religions of Israelites.

» Describe the sanctity of the Temple in religi worship of the people of the Israel.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Torah (Pentateuch)

The term Torah also known as “Pentateuch” derives fthe Greek “Pentateuchos,
which means “five containers” in which scrolls w&apt. It also refers to the five Books
of Moses. These books tell the stories of creabibGod’s promises to Abraham and
his descendants, of the Exodus from Egypt, of ieg of the law on Mount Sinai and
how God brought the people of Israel into the PesdiLand.

3.1.1 Genesis
The Book talks about the origin of the world, ofrmaf sin and of God’s people. The
English title “Genesis” was give to the Septuagianslation of the book because of its

concern with the origins of the world (Gn 1.1;2dfthe human race, and, in particular
of the Hebrew people.
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3.1.2 Exodus

This book describes the departure of the Hebrewlpdmom Egypt under the leadership
of Moses. It recounts the history of the chosemppetom the point where the book of
Genesis leaves off. It recounts the oppressionheyEgyptians, the ever-increasing
descendants of Jacob and their miraculous delicerag God through Moses

3.1.3 Leviticus

The title of the book is derived from Levi’, thema of the third son of Jacob, whose
descendants were the Levitical priests dedicatezhtimg for the tabernacle and later,
the Temple. The book is so called because it costdie rules to be followed in the
worship and the duties of the Levites and priegte book is almost entirely concerned
with laws and rubrics and served as the liturgi@aidbook of the Levitical priesthood
meant to teach the Israelite that they should avkaep themselves in a state of legal
purity, or external sanctity, as a sign of intimatgon with the Lord

3.1.4 Numbers

This book derives its name from the designatiorttfaro” given to it in the ancient
Greek translation. The Greek word meaning numbeas wapparently chosen in
reference to the census figures in chapters 1& 26vell as the arithmetical data
elsewhere in the book. The Book is a combinatiolawfand history. Among the Jews,
it is called “bemidbar in the wilderness” whichtéken from the first verse of the book.

3.1.5 Deuteronomy

This is the fifth and last book of Pentateuch. Doek derives its name from via the

Latin from the Septuagint Deuteronomy which litgraheans the second law because
it deals with the inauguration o f the law of tlewvenant. It is one of the most important
books in the Bible.

Self-assessment exercise 1
List the five books of Torah or Pentateuch.

Activity 2

Search and copy out the similarities and
differences that exists among the five books of
the Pentateuch

3.2 Temple

The term “temple” as derives from the Hebrew woBkit Hamikdash” meaning
“House of the Holy” or “The sanctified House”, andly the Temple in Jerusalem is
referred to by this name. The Temple is also cdblg@ variety of other names in the
Hebrew Bible, such as Beit YHWH (House of God) ior@y Beitechah (Your House)
or Heichal (Temple).

3.2.1 Location of the Temple
There are basically three theories as to wher@éneple stood, they are:
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(1) The Temple was where the Dome of the Rock vg located
2) The Temple was located a little to the northhaf Dome of the Rock
(3) The Temple was located a little to the eashefDome of the Rock.

Other theories have the Temple either locateddgmtrth or to the South of the Temple
Mount. Scholars generally reject more outlandistotles that claim the Temple was
located some place other than Jerusalem or evaideuhe land of Israel. The main
courtyard had thirteen gates. On the south sidginbhag with the southwest corner,
there were four gates:

The Shaar Ha’Elyon (the Upper Gate)
Shaar HaDelek (the Kindling Gate) where we@s brought in
Shaar Ha’'Bechorot (the Gate of Firstborn)ewmhpeople with first-born animal
offerings entered.
Shaar HaMayim (the Water Gate) where the Wateation entered on Sukkot.

On the north side, beginning with the northwesnheorthere were four gates:

 Shaar Yechonyah (The Gate of Yechoyait)ere kings of the Davidic line
enter and Techonyah/Yehoyachin left for the limsétto captivity.

» Shaar Koban (The gate of the Offerings), whetiesps entered with kodeshei
kodeashim offerings

» Shaar HaNashim The Women'’s Gate), where waenégred into the Azara or main
courtyard to performed offerings

»  Shaar Hashir (The Gate of Songs), where #wtés entered with their musical
instruments.

On the east side was Shaar Nikanor, between Won@enigyard and the main Temple

Courtyard, which had two minor doorways, one orright and one on its left. On the

western wall, which was relatively unimportant,rihevere two gates that did not have
any name.

3.2.2 Destruction of the Temple

The Talmud (Yoma 9b) provides theological reasamgte destruction: Why was the
first Temple destroyed? Because the three cardinalwere rampant in society; ldol
worship, licentiousness, and murder...And why thes e second Temple-wherein
the society was involved in Torah, commandments aetd of kindness-destroyed?
Because gratuitous hatred is equal in severithé¢otiiree cardinal sins: idol worship,
licentiousness, and murder.

3.2.3 The Role of Temple in contemporary Jewish séces

Part of the traditional Jewish morning servicef et surrounding the Shema prayer,
is essentially unchanged from the daily worshigviser performed in the Temple. In

addition, the Amidah prayer traditionally replaties Temple’s daily tamid and special-
occasion Mussaf (additional) offerings (there aepasate versions for the different
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types of sacrifices. They are recited during thees their corresponding offerings were
performed in the Temple. The Temple is mentionaérestvely in Orthodox services.
Conservative Judaism retains mentions of the Tenapld its restoration, but removes
references to the sacrifices. References to saesifon holiday are made in the past
tense, and petitions for their restoration are needo A mention in Orthodox Jewish
services includes:

. A daily recital of Biblical and Talmudic pseges related to the korbanot
(sacrifices) performed in the Temple.

. References to the restoration of the Templesawdificial worships in the daily
Aidah prayer, the central prayer in Judaism.

. A traditional personal plea of the restaratior the Temple at the end of private
recitation of the Amidah.

. A prayer for the restoration of the “house of bves” and the shekhinah (divine

presence) “to dwell among us” is recited duringAlneidah prayer.
. Recitation of the psalm of the day; the psalmgsby the Levites in the Temple
for that day during the daily morning service.

. Numerous psalms sung as part of the ordis@rnyice make extensive references
to the Temple and Temple worship.

. Recitation of the special Jewish holiday prayer the restoration of the Temple
and their offering, during the Mussaf services ewigh holiday.

. An extensive recitation of the special Templwise for Yom Kippur during the
service for that holiday.

. Special services for Sukkot (Hakafot) contatteasive (but generally obscure

references to the special Temple service perforometthat day.

The destruction of the Temple is mourned on thaslefast day of Taisha B’Av. Three
other minor fasts (Tenth of Tevet, 17th of Tammarx] Third of Tishrei), also mourn
events leading to or following the destruction loé fTemple. There are also morning
practices which are observed at all times, for gdanthe requirement to leave part of
the house unflustered.

3.2.4 The Role of the Temple in other Religions

3.2.4.1 The Role of the Temple in Christianity

In addition to the Hebrew Bible, the Temple is ni@méd many times in the New
Testament. In this scriptures, Jesus prays theagl(l11:25-26) and chases away money
changers and other merchants from the courtyandint over their tables and accusing
them of desecrating a sacred place with seculaswagcording to the New Testament
Gospel, it was to the Temple Court that Jesushsaisght as a child, to be presented
at the Temple (Luke 2:22) and to attend festivialgé 2:41). Jerusalem historian, Dan
Mazar, reported in the Jerusalem Christian Reviewth® numerous archaeological
discoveries made at this location by his grandfatPeof. Benjamin Mazar, which
included the first century stairs of ascent, wha#sus and his disciples preached, as
well as “mikvaot” (or baptismal) used both Christiand Jewish pilgrims
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3.2.4.2 The Role of the Temple in Islam

Imam Abdul Hadi Palazzi, leader of Italian Muslins#embly, quotes the Qur'an to
support Judaism’s special connection to the Terjoent. According to Palazzi, “The
most authoritative Islamic sources affirm the TeesglHe adds that Jerusalem is sacred
to Muslims because of its prior holiness to Jewsigmstanding as home to the biblical
prophets and kings David and Solomon, all of whasays are sacred figures also in
Islam. He claims that the Qur'an “expressly recagnithat Jerusalem plays the same
role for Jews that Mecca has for Muslims”.

3.2.4.2 Priesthood

The priesthood is an essential part of the JevaBgion. It is a unique office found in
Jewish monotheistic religions and other religiohthe world such as Judaism, Islam,
Christianity, African Traditional Religion, amonghers. Priesthood is an institution of
consecrated people, especially chosen or set hpasbd for a special mission. This
mission is broadly divided into mediator and medsumles. The Christian priesthood,
which is our main concern in this unit, is the urécgand eternal priesthood of Christ. It
is the priesthood of the New Covenant and ChritesHigh priest.

The role of the priest include:

a. Priests perform these roles as those who gaateeiin one priesthood of Jesus
Christ and as mediators between God and creath, the institutionalized
church behind them and the people before thenouatable to both.

b. They are ordained ministers called to be leantedsily search for holiness and
daily witness of fidelity. Although the ministefrigSacredos) priesthood
compliments the common priesthood of the faitiafhich every baptized person
shares in it, there is distinction between the itwterms of function and status

C. The offering of sacrifices

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What are the three fold functions of Jewish Priest?

Activity 2
Search and copy out the significance a temple to Muslims.

4.0 Summary

In this unit, we have seen that the Jewish religjimstitutions are veritable ingredients
in shaping the socio-cultural and religio-politidéé of the people of Israel. For the
Jews, law consists of immutable core (the Toralryosinded by layers of interpretive
applications, each of which becomes bonded to tiignal over time, expanding the
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whole Corpus. Thus, Jewish culture has come to lgan the Torah as instruments or
law that they are bound to but not bounded by them.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments

1. List the five books of Torah or Pentateuch aisdubs them.
2. What are the three-fold functions of Jewish ffie
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1

List the five books of Torah or Pentateuch:

. Genesis

. Exodus

. Leviticus

. Numbers

. Deuteronomy
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Self-assessment exercise 2

What are the three fold functions of Jewish Priest?

. To offer sacrifices

. Plead to God on the behalf of the people
. Direct the people in times of war

8.0 Glossary

Immutable: The inability of something to change its natuateape, forms, and pattern.
Radical Islam: the concept of the radical Islam is that whichriskered by force. The
consciousness of its bearer is such that theyagralde of doing anything to propagate
or take their believe to any land or country.
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1.0  Introduction

In the present unit, you will be exposed to theidbvieasts and their significance in the
religious and social life of the Israelites. Feaptsvide social direction for the
community which invariably touches the life of tvkole Jewish people. Some of these
feasts are communal ones, and are celebrated hyhible Jewish nation.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, the you should be able to:

. Discuss the major feasts of the Jewish people.
. Explain the four Jewish feasts fulfilled in tlife of Jesus Christ.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Major Jewish Feasts
There are seven major feasts of Jewish peopleelihekide: the feast of Passover, the

feast of unleavened Bread, the feast of Pentettesfeast of Tabernacle, the feast of
Trumpets and the feast of Hanukkah, the last feasts are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
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They are: the feast of Trumpets, the feast of Atoer®, the feast of Tabernacle and the
feast of Hanukkah.

3.1.1 The Feast Passover

Passover was the first feast celebrated by thesbepaople after their exodus from the
land of Egypt. The origin of the word Passovernsertain, but it is related in popular
etymology to the passing over of God when he stdmkn the Egyptians and spared
the Hebrews..

3.1.2 The Feast of Unleavened Bread

The feast of unleavened Bread was celebrated aftiryPassover supper and it lasted
for seven days. During this period of celebratibe, Israelites ate bread without leaven
(Lev. 23:6-11). The Israelites left Egypt in a uand had no time for leaven in bread.
The unleavened bread symbolized the purging othesins of Egyptians (I Cor. 5:7-
8), the beginning of the Exodus of the Jewish peapit of Egypt and crucifixion of
Jesus. The Hebrew people were to eat unleavened! Brel to eat the paschal standing
and dressed for their journey to indicate the aphese and haste of the departure.

There are three main acts in the Passover celebrati

(@) The slaying and eating of the Passover lamb

(b)  The sprinkling of the doorposts and linteithwihe blood of the lamb

(c) The eating of unleavened bread and bittelbsarith loin’s girls, shoes on the
feet and staves in hand, as men ready for a jgurne

3.1.3 Pentecost

This feast of Pentecost took place fifty days after feast of first fruits. Pentecost,

which means fifty, was the feast all Jewish malesewequired to celebrate at the
temple in Jerusalem. It celebrates the giving efftbrah. Jewish born tradition teaches
that King David was born and died on this day, #rad Enoch was taken up to heaven
on this day (Gen. 5:24).

3.2 The Feasts Fulfilled in Jesus Christ
There are four feasts fulfilled in Jesus Christnely: The feast of Trumpets, the feast
of Atonement, the feast of Tabernacle and the febstanukkah. These four feasts as

discussed above are connected with Jesus Chrigbasahal lamb that was slain.

3.2.1 The Feast of Trumpets
This feast occurs on Tishri | in the fall (Septemtze October). On this day the high

priest blows the ram’s horn (the shofar rp/v) ammedng the beginning of the New Year.
A Jewish tradition gives this day a fourfold meanin
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1. New year day

2. The day of remembrance
3. The day of Judgment

4. The day of blowing Shofar.

On this day Isaiah 60-61 is read in the synagogmésach the lesson that eventually
the Lord will be revealed as King and be acceptetha ruler of the world.

3.2.2 The Feast of Atonement

This occurs every fifty years in the year of Jubil&ev. 25). On this day, Aaron, the
high priest made atonement for Israel. On Octolié73 Israel was saved from
annihilation when the Arabs overran their defenisdése Yom Kippur war. The Day of
Atonement is also the possible date when Isra¢lmdurn as they see their messiah
whom they have pierced.

3.2.3 The Feast of Tabernacles

This feast was instituted by God at the end offithie harvest (September to October).
During these seven days feast, the Jewish menreguéred to attend feast in Jerusalem
and to live in booths in the wilderness for forgays (Lev. 23:33-34).

3.2.4 The Feast of Hannukkah

It is not one of the appointed feasts, but cel&ordiecause it commemorates the
cleansing and rededication of the second Templé6h BC. On the day before
Hannukah Israel has witnessed four events:

1. In 520 BC, the foundation of the second Tempds Vaid.

2. In 165 BC the Temple was recaptured and cleansed

3. In 168 BC Antiochus stopped the Temple sacrifice

4. In AD 1917 Jerusalem was freed from Turkish.rule

5. Possible date for the miraculous defeat of Rwussivasion: Gog and Magog

3.1.5 The Feast of First Fruits

This is the third of the seven feasts of Israelohtring the first fruits of the harvest

into God’s house to acknowledge Him as their so(fExe 23:19). Four historical events
happened on this day:
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1. Noah’s Ark rested on Mount Ararat (Gen. 8:4ktfiruits of a new beginning.

2. Israel miraculously crosses over the Red SealéEx3-14), First fruits of a new
nation reborn from the bondage of Egypt.

3. Israel eats the first fruits of the Promisedd.&iosh 5:10-12). Nisan 16 last day God
reined Manna. On Nisan 17 Israel ate the firsttdraf the Promised Land. This is
celebrated by Israel to this day.

4. Jesus Christ rose from the dead (1 Cor 15:28)sJwas crucified on Nisan 15 and
on Nisan 17 rose from the dead-resurrections.

3.1.6 The Feast of Mourning

There were four fasts of mourning Israel practiessablished to commemorate
tragedies in connection with the destruction of Teenple and the city of Jerusalem
when the Babylonian army conquered Israel in swgieesnvasions from 606 BC to

587 BC. The fast of mourning on Tammuz 17 is adahwmeek period of mourning

leading to the fast of Tisha Be-av on Av 9 (Julfur spiritually significant events

happened on Tammuz 17.

1. Moses broke the tablets of the Law when he lseasl’s idolatry.

2. Babylon breaks through the walls of Jerusalethstops.

3. The final fall of the Jewish resistance at Mdss@a Nisan 15. 72 AD
3.1.7 The New Year

This is the feast of cleansing and the beginninthefNew Year celebrated in our mid
march. On this day:

The tabernacle was dedicated during the Ex@geond year after (Ex. 40:2, 33-
34).

The Temple was cleansed by Hezekiah (2 CR8&23).

Ezra and the exile began their return to skdam from Babylonian (Nisan 1, 457
BC, Ezra 7:9).

The decree is given to Nehemiah to rebuikwhalls of Jerusalem by the Persian
King Artaxerxes Longimanus in Nisan 1, 445 BC (Reiah 2:1-8).

The Miillenial Temple will be cleansed on Aisl (Ezekiel. 45:18)

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Why is a feast of Pentecost described as the éddisty days?

Activity 2

Search and copy out Give reasons why the
feast of Hannukah is very important to the
Jewish people?
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4.0 Summary
In this unit, we have examined the different typéteasts of the Jewish people and the
once fulfilled by Christ as the basis of mournihg moral, religious and social life of

the Jewish people. These feasts play various noldee society to enhance the growth
and development of Jewish culture, customs andgtitvad.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

Why is a feast of Pentecost described as the éddisty days?

6.0 References/Further Readings

“The Early Arab Period-638-1099". Jerusalem: LTferoughout the Ages in a Holy
City. (1997), Bar- llan University Ingeborg RenneZenter for Jerusalem
Studies..

David Noel Freeman, The Bible Dictionary, Vol. 51992), 5:941 New York:
Doubleday, 1996, ¢ 1992 “Developed Community”, AlBile Samaritan News
Bi-Weekly Magazine, November 1,2007

Ray, S. K. (2002), St. John’s Gospel: A Bible Studyide and Community for
Individuals and Groups. San Francisco, CA: Igna@iusss.

“The Bahai World Centre: Focal Point for a Globabn@nunity”. The Bahai
International Community.

Sheetrit, S. (2001), “Freedom of Religion in Isfa&drael Ministry of Foreign Affairs
7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisSBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1

Why is a feast of Pentecost described as the éddisty days?

. This is because the feast of Pentecost took fitigelays after the feast of first
fruits
8.0 Glossary

Shofar: A shofar is an ancient musical horn typically made ram's horn, used for
Jewish religious purposes. Like the modern budie, shofar lacks pitch-altering
devices, with all pitch control done by varying tilayer's embouchure

Millennium Rule: The Millennium is the 1,000-year period of peacd aghteousness
following the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, whi igign over the earth during that
time.
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UNIT 3 SIGNIFICANCE OF JEWISH FEASTS
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1.0 Introduction

In the previous unit, you learned about the feakf®ewish people. You were presented
with the feasts of Jewish people. In this last wiimodule 3, you will examine the
significance of feasts in the religious and solti@lof the Israelites.

2.0 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

» Explain the significance of the major feasitshe Jewish people.

» Differentiate between the major Jewish feast$ the feasts fulfilled by Jesus Christ.

» Identify the role played by Jewish feastthia religious and social life of the people
of Israelites.
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3.0 Main Body

3.1.1 The Feast of New Year.

It was celebrated on mid march and is for cleanamdjthe beginning of New Year. It
is also meant to commemorate the dedication of #eernacle during the Exodus from
Egypt, two years after (Ex. 40:2, 33-34), the ck#ag of the Temple by Hezekiah (2
Chron 29:23), the beginning of Ezra and exiles a#i as the attacks of the Temple
Mount by Rome, forcing the priests to stop theydsécrifices.

Self-assessment exercise 1
Mention two significances of the feast of New Year.

Activity 1
What is the difference between the feast of the
new year and new year celebration?

3.1.2 Passover Sanctification
It was celebrated to mark the followings:

. The sanctification of the Passover Lamb duringBkedus (Ex. 12:3-6).

. The Crossing of Jordan River and the entering elges into the promised
land, forty  years later (Jos. 4:9).

. The death of Jesus Christ on this day, Palm Surmathe priests and political
system as well as crucifixion on Nisan 14 (Dar63:2

. The Giving of vision of the millennial Temple togphet Ezekiel (Ez. 40:1-2).

3.1.3 The Passover Supper
The Feast of Passover supper was to remember:

1. God’s covenant with Abraham concerning the RsethLand on Nisan 14. And

430 years after this promise, Israelites left Edgpthe Promised Land.

The eaten of the Passover Supper in preparfatidhe Exodus (Ex. 12:14).

3. To renew the covenant-the first Passover (Gerl0t11; Jos 5:3, 5:11-12).

4. The finding of the Book of the Law and its r@afiing under King Josiah (2
Chron 34:2-14). The first King he did as a resudis to celebrate the Passover
Feast on Nisan 14 in obedience to God.

5. The dedication of the Second Temple in Nisan514, BC and celebration of
Passover (Ez. 6:16-19).

6. Jesus celebration of the last supper with Hisigies and offers a new covenant
(Lk 22:19-20).

N
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Self-assessment exercise 2
Discuss three significance of Passover sanctiio&i

Activity 2

Briefly explain the story behind the instructions
of god in observance of the feat of the
Passover?

3.1.4 The Feast of Trumpets

The Feast was meant to announce the beginningdéw Year. It was also New Year
day, the day of remembrance, the day of Judgmehttenday of blowing the Shofar.
On the feast of trumpets, Isaiah 60-61 was reatiéansynagogues to teach the lesson
that the Lord will be revealed as King and be ats@ps the ruler of the world as stated
earlier in this unit.

3.1.5 The Day of Atonement

It is the day to mark three important events inighvistory, namely:

1. The making of the atonement for Israel by Aatbe,High Priest.

2. The saving of Israelites from annihilation wtiea Arabs overran their defenses
in the Yom Kippur war on October, 1973.
3. The possible date when Israel will mourriheey see their messiah whom they

have pierced.

3.1.6 The Feast of Unleavened Bread

1. This feast occurs the day after Passover Suaperlasts for seven days to
commemorate the beginning of Israelites Exodus ftioe bondage in Egypt.

2. The crucifixion of Jesus-our Passover Lamb

3. The final fall of the Jewish resistance ofddaa in Nisan 15, 72 AD.

Self-assessment exercise 3

Why the feast of unleavened Bread was celebratey after Passover?

Activity 3

Specifically itemize the instructions god gave to
the people of Israel about the feast of the
unleavened bread?
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3.1.7 The Feast of Tabernacle

The Tabernacles feast was instituted by God aetloeof the fruit harvest (September
to October) to remember:

1. The dedication of Solomon’s Temple (2 Chba23; IKgs 8:1-2).

2. The birth of Jesus Christ, His crucifixiand the sending of Holy Spirit on the
feast of Pentecost Sivan 6, Jesus was conceivéitearate of December 25.

3. Jesus milliennium rule also began on this dagm 15 (Zah 14).

3.1.8 The Feast of Mourning

It is three week period of mourning leading to tagt of Tisha Be-av on Av 9 (July).
The fast of mourning commemorates:

1. The breaking of the tablets of the law by Bwhen he sees Israel’s idolatry.

2. Babylon breaks through the walls of Jerusaenh stops the daily sacrifices.

3.1.9 The Day of First Fruits
This is the day Israelites brings the first frugk the harvest into God’s house to
acknowledge Him as their source (Ex. 23:19) to ntlaekfollowings:

1. The resting of Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat (Ge8:4), First fruits of a new
beginning.

2. Israelites miraculous crossing over of the Red @&x. 14:13-14). First fruits of
a new nation reborn from the bondage of Egypt.

3. The eaten of the first fruits of the promisey by the Israelites (Josh 5:10-12)
Nisan 16, the last God reined Manna. On Nisarsiael ate the first fruits of the
Promised Land. This is celebrated by Israel te taiy.

4. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de&b( 15:20). Jesus was crucified
on Nisan 15 and on Nisan 17 rose from the deatlffwit of all other.

3.1.10 The Feast of Hannukkah

Hannukkah was not one of the appointed feastst lgts celebrated to commemorate
the cleansing and rededication of the second Tem@dé5 BC. The eight-day Jewish

celebration known as Hanukkah or Chanukah commeas®the rededication during

the second century B.C. of the Second Temple insdéem, where according to legend
Jews had risen up against their Greek-Syrian oppresin the Maccabean Revolt.
Hanukkah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew, begim the 25th of Kislev on the

Hebrew calendar and usually falls in November ocddeber. Often called the Festival
of Lights, the holiday is celebrated with the ligigt of the menorah, traditional foods,
games and gifts.
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3.1.11 The Fast of Tisha Be-Av

The fast of Tisha Be-Av was the day of mourning erdembrance of Israelites loss of
their first Temple. Eight disasters in the histofysraelites have occurred on this day:

1. The twelve spies returned with their report bé tPromised Land, ten are
negative. Israel loses faith and is condemnedetindhe wilderness (Num. 14).
The First Temple was destroyed by the Babylaniarb87 BC (Jer. 52:5-14).
The Second Temple was destroyed by the soldd®eme in AD 70 (Dan. 19-
26).

Jerusalem in AD 71 was plowed by the Roman Aamy sated (Micah 3:12).
Simeon Bar Cochba’s army is destroyed by RonADin135.

On July 18, 1290 England expelled all of thesJ&éwm their country.

On August 12, 1492 Spain expelled all Jews amas@pher Columbas, part of
Jews

Headed for America.

Russia in WWI launched persecutions againsjdues.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 4
Give three significances of the feast of Hannukkah

Activity 4
Search and copy out the first 7 Jewish
celebrations mentioned in this unit.

4.0 Summary

In this unit, we have examined the major Jewisktieand their significance as the basis
for studying the history and people of Israel. Se¥ewish feasts such as: the feast of
Passover the feast of Tabernacles, the feast dé&ust, the feast of Tisha Be-Av, the
feast of Jewish New Year, the feast unleavened Bréze feast of the Day of
Atonement, the feast of Trumpets, the feast of figts, the feast of Hannukkah and
the feast of mourning, were discussed extensielpétter understanding of the history
and people of the Israelites. Even the four fefadfided in Christ Jesus, their roles are
of vital importance to the Jewish society.

5.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

Mention two significances of the feast of NewaY.e
Discuss three significance of Passover saratidin?

Why the feast of unleavened Bread wésbcated a day after Passover?
Give three significances of the feast of Hanrmkk

PP
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7.0 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment ExercisBAES)
Self-assessment exercise 1

Mention two significances of the feast of New Year.
Marks the commemoration of:

. The dedication of the Tabernacle during the Exoidom Egypt two years after
(Ex. 40:2, 33-34).
. The cleansing of the Temple by Hezekiah (2 Cl29123)

Self-assessment exercise 2

Discuss three significance of Passover sanctifioati
The Feast of Passover supper was to remember:

. God’s covenant with Abraham concerning the Precghisand on Nisan 14. And
430 years after this promise, Israelites left Edgpthe Promised Land.

. The eaten of the Passover Supper in preparatioihé Exodus (Ex. 12:14).

. To renew the covenant-the first Passover (Geri(t¥1; Jos 5:3, 5:11-12).

. The finding of the Book of the Law and its reaffing under King Josiah (2
Chron 34:2-14). The first King he did as a resudis to celebrate the Passover
Feast on Nisan 14 in obedience to God.

Self-assessment exercise 3

Why the feast of unleavened Bread was celebraty after Passover
. To commemorate the beginning of Israelites Exdous the bondage in Egypt.
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Self-assessment exercise 4

Give three significances of the feast of Hannukkah

. Hanukkah reaffirms the ideals of Judaism

. Commemorates in particular the rededication ef3bcond Temple of Jerusalem
by the lighting of candles on each day of theivast

. Hanukkah commemorates the Maccabean (Hasmoniesmies over the forces

of the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes (re&idrll75-164 BCE) and the
rededication of the Temple on Kislev 25, 164 BCE

8.0 Glossary

Zionism: This is a nationalist movement that espousesestablishment of, and
support for a homeland for the Jewish people cadterthe area roughly corresponding
to the Land of Israel, the region of Palestine, &eam or the Holy Land, on the basis of
a long Jewish connection and attachment to thalt lan

The Maccabean RevoltThis was a Jewish rebellion led by the Maccalagesnst the
Seleucid Empire and against Hellenistic influenc&ewish life. The main phase of the
revolt lasted from 167-160 BCE and ended with tele®ids in control of Judea, but
conflict between the Maccabees, Hellenised JevesttanSeleucids continued until 134
BCE, with the Maccabees eventually attaining incel@ace
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